High School Physics Day 2004

Boat Building Contest
Official Rules for Building and Judging

1. Every team will receive:

a. 1 sheet of 300mm by 300mm of heavy duty aluminum foil

b. 1 pair of scissors

c. 1 plastic 12” ruler

d. 1 pen or pencil

2. The team has exactly 50 minutes to build its boat. 

3. Once every team has received their materials from the judges, the lead judge will start the timer and notify the team that they may begin constructing their boat.  

4. If a team choose to be declared finish before the time is up, please notify the lead judge so that your boat can be tested.

5. To qualify for judging the boat must hold at least 400 grams.  

6. The boat must also float for at least 77 seconds to be considered for competition.

7. Once the boat qualifies, the team members may begin to add pennies until the boat sinks.   

8. The lead judge will then sign the contestant’s form and record the final number of pennies.  

9. Once a team’s boat has been tested, the team must leave the competition area and wait for the final results.

10. All observers must remain in the hallway and may not enter the room. 

