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The sky is filled with hundreds of billions of galaxies, all lit up by their stars. But 
stars account for less than one percent of the material in the Universe, and 

galaxies are held together by a new form of matter – dark matter -- that accounts 
for 1/3 of the "stuff" in the Universe. The other 2/3 exists  in an even more 

mysterious form -- dark energy -- and is causing the expansion of the Universe to 
speed up, rather than slow down. 

 
Dr. Turner is Assistant Director for Mathematical and Physical Sciences at the National 

Science Foundation while on leave from The University of Chicago’s Department of 
Astronomy & Astrophysics, where he is the Rauner Distinguished Service Professor.  Until 

joining the NSF, he was the department chair. Dr. Turner is a Fellow of the American 
Physical Society, a member of the National Academy of Sciences, and the recipient of 

numerous honors for his research, his undergraduate teaching and his public lectures.  He 
appears frequently on television programs such as Nova. 

 
 

 


