Algebra II
Journal Prompts 2013-2014

Write in your Journal at least once per week and respond to all my prompts. Include the question and your answer, along with the date written. You may email your Journal writings to me (dayoung7@gmail.com), but you should collect all your writings, throughout the year, and submit the complete set of writings each time they are requested.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 19, 2013:
Explain what you think Algebra II is and give an example of Algebra II. Tell why you feel this way. How do you think this Algebra II class is different from Algebraic Connections, Honors Algebra II, AAT, and Algebra at the UofA@F?
2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 26, 2013:
Look at the 8 Mathematical Practices from the Common Core and identify TWO that you think you participated in last week. Explain what you did and how you think you connected to the selected Mathematical Practice.
3. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 3, 2013:
After you take it, reflect on your first examination. The Good, the Bad, and the Ugly. Do you plan to Re-Test? Why?

4. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 9, 2013:

Considering the methods you used on the “Solving Systems of Linear by Graphs and Tables and Other” worksheet, and the methods we have learned this week, which do you prefer? Why?
5. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 16, 2013:

Compare and Contrast the Elimination and Substitution methods to solve systems of equations.

6. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 23, 2013:

Have you thought about re-testing Exam I and/or Exam II? Why? Do you think it is fair to let students do this? Why?
7. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 30, 2013:

What are Zeros and how are they related to Roots for a Quadratic function.

8. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 7, 2013:

Free Write. [Occasionally I what a Free Write in your Journal. So, in 140 characters or less say something that you think is relevant to Algebra II. This might include: some things you have learned, some things you are struggling with, vocabulary that you think relate to the course, things you think the teacher needs to know, etc.]
9. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 14, 2013:

Reflect on both the Performance Assessment and the 1st Quarter Assessment that you took last week.

First Journal (1-9) Due - October 18, 2013
Submit them either physically (to Mr. Young’s hand) or digitally (to dayoung7@gmail.com). When you get them back, read the comments and keep adding your writings.
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

When you get your Journal back, look over my comments and take note. Continue to write in this Journal and plan to turn in the first nine writings with the new ones in December.

10. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 21, 2013:

Value the Exam Reviews. Elaborate.

11. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 28, 2013:

How do you know when to multiply and when to add when multiplying Polynomials? Explain.
12. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 4, 2013:

Thinking about the Long division and synthetic division of Polynomials, can you relate to one of the 8 Mathematical Practices? Try, and tell how. 
13. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 11, 2013:

Reflect on my comments about your 1st Journal.

14. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 18, 2013:
What’s up with the p’s and q’s?
15. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 2, 2013:
What have you done in the last 7 days to increase your understanding of Algebra II? Why?

16. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 9, 2013:
What ONE thing would you LIKE to see on the Fall Final? Why? 

What ONE thing would you HATE to see on the Fall Final? Why?


Second Journal (1-16) Due - December 12, 2013

Submit them either physically (to Mr. Young’s hand) or digitally (to dayoung7@gmail.com). When you get them back, read the comments and keep adding your writings.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


17. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 6, 2014:
What are your goals and expectations for the spring semester? Why?

18. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 13, 2014:
What are the Eight Mathematical Practices?


19. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 20, 2014:
What is the most confusing part of an exponential function? Why do you think that?


20. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 27, 2014:
Did you school Saturday? Why? Discuss the efficacy of this solution and explain what you would have done to make up this snow-DAY.
21. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 3, 2014:
Reflect on the PARCC interface for a High-Stakes assessment. Elaborate.

22. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 10, 2014:
Compare and Contrast Adding and Multiplying Rational Expressions.
23. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 17, 2014:
When you have a division problem involving a Radical Expression, how do you determine the Domain for the implied function?
24. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 24, 2014:
Free Write. [Occasionally I what a Free Write in your Journal. So, in 140 characters or less say something that you think is relevant to Algebra II. This might include: some things you have learned, some things you are struggling with, vocabulary that you think relate to the course, things you think the teacher needs to know, etc.]
25. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 3, 2014:
Compare and Contrast expressions with rational exponents and expressions with radicals. Site a specific example of the symbiotic relationship between them.

Third Journal (1-25) Due – March 10, 2014

Submit them either physically (to Mr. Young’s hand) or digitally (to dayoung7@gmail.com). When you get them back, read the comments and keep adding your writings.

++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++


26. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 10, 2014:
If you could vote, which would you choose and why?

Option 1:  Request a waiver for 2 student instructional days.  Use 2 days of Spring Break Instead of Memorial Day and Saturday, May 3.  If the State Board of Education grants the waiver for two student days, the last day of school for students would be June 6.  Teachers last day would be June 10.

Option 2:  Request a waiver for 2 student days.  Go to school 2 days of Spring Break and Memorial Day (not Saturday, May 3).  Last day of school is June 6 for students.  Teachers last day of school would be June 9.

Option 3:  Do not apply for a waiver.  Use 2 days of Spring Break.  Use Memorial Day and Saturday, May 3.  Last day of school for students and teachers is June 6th.

Option 4:  Do not apply for a waiver.  Do not use Spring Break.  Use Memorial Day and Saturday, May 3.  Last day of school for students and teachers is June 10th.
27. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 17, 2014:
Give an example of a Piecewise Function you might use in your life outside of your mathematics class. Explain.


28. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 31, 2014:
Reflect on the 3rd Quarter Performance Assessment from the standpoint of Gatekeeping.

29. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 7, 2014:
Select two of the 8 Mathematical Practices. One that is STRONGLY related to Series and Sequences and one that is VERY WEAKLY related. Explain why you picked each.

30. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 14, 2014:
If you are not an Arithmetic or a Geometric series, can you be a series? Or is that sequence?


31. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 21, 2014:
Compare and Contrast the Three Measures of Central Tendency and the Five Number Summary, in context.

32. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 28, 2014:
Could the data from OKC be Univariate? Explain.

33. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 5, 2014:
Discuss the efficacy of Exempting the Algebra II Final Examination. 

SENIORS ONLY!

Fourth Journal (1-33) Due – May 6, 2014

Submit them either physically (to Mr. Young’s hand) or digitally (to dayoung7@gmail.com). 

34. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 12, 2014:

Reflect on this “Review” on Right Angles, The Six trig Functions, and Degree/Radian experience. What would you have called it?

35. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 19, 2014:
What value do Trig Identities have? Explain.

36. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 25, 2014:
Give three examples of how Algebra II and Memorial Day are related.

Fourth Journal (1-36) Due – May 30, 2014

Submit them either physically (to Mr. Young’s hand) or digitally (to dayoung7@gmail.com). 

David A. Young

5/24/2014

