Algebra II 
Journal Prompts 2004-2005

Write in your Journal at least once per week and respond to all prompts. Include the question and your answer, along with the date written. You may email your Journal writings to me at (dyoung@fayar.net), but you should collect all your writings, throughout the year and submit the complete set of writings to me each time they are requested.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 19, 2004:
What do you think Algebra II is? Give an example and explain why you say what you say. Tell how you think Algebra II is different from Algebra I and Geometry.

2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 23, 2004:
Which new method to solve equations do you like the most? Why? Which method is the hardest for you? Why?

3. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 30, 2004:
Would you like to take your Examination home to show it to your parents? Why?

4. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 7, 2004:
Reflect on the Quiz we took Friday.

5. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 13, 2004:
What’ up with Domain and Range? Why is it so hard? Why do you think it is so important?
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++

6. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 20, 2004:
What are your expectations for the Portfolio which is due Tuesday? Why?

7. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 27, 2004:
Which would be better for you. Getting the result after a month of tripling a nickel every day (0.05, 0.15, …) or doubling a dime every day (0.10, 0.20, …)? Why do you think?

8. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 4, 2004:
You know what 7^6, 8^0, and 11^(-3) mean, now explain what you think 4^(2½) means. 

9. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 11, 2004:
Compare and Contrast the Doubling and the Halving functions.
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++

10. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 18, 2004:
Free Write. [Periodically I will ask you to write your thoughts about Algebra and the process we are currently involved in.]

11. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 25, 2004: 
How can TII help you with logarithms? Explain.

12. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 1, 2004:
Why Logarithms?

13. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 8, 2004:
Why do quadratic equations usually have two solutions? Give an example. When do they have only one solution? When, if ever, do they have NO solution?

14. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 15, 2004:
Why are there three Quadratic forms? Which is the easiest for you? Why? Which is the hardest? Why?
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++
15.  Journal Prompt for the Week of November 22, 2004:
What event did your team decide to tape? What functional model were you striving for? Why did you think you would get that model from the event?
16.  Journal Prompt for the Week of November 29, 2004:
How do you like factoring? Why do you think we factor in Algebra II?
17.  Journal Prompt for the Week of December 6, 2004:
 How do you feel about the 77 Takes?
18.  Journal Prompt for the Week of December 13, 2004:
What one thing would you like to see on the final? Why? 
What one thing would you like NOT to see on the final? Why?
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++

19.  Journal Prompt for the Week of December 20, 2004:
Did you have trouble figuring out how the 77 Takes would fit in your Portfolio? Explain.
20.  Journal Prompt for the Week of January 5, 2005:
How did you do on the Fall Final? Why? Do you think it was a fair representation of what we had done during the semester? Explain.
21.  Journal Prompt for the Week of January 10, 2005:
Free Write.
22.  Journal Prompt for the Week of January 17, 2005:
Compare and Contrast Rat Express I and II with Rat Express III and IV.
23. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 24, 2005:
What was Rat Talk about? Why?
24.  Journal Prompt for the Week of January 31, 2005:
Compare and Contrast the Portfolio and the Examinations as Mr. Young’s assessment tools in Algebra II.
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++
25.  Journal Prompt for the Week of February 7, 2005:
If you were at a rock concert, say with the Red Hot Chicken Livers, and at half time the band said that since you have been a very good audience everyone could go home early and the second half of the concert would be cancelled, how would you feel about that?
26.  Journal Prompt for the Week of February 14, 2005:
Why Polynomials?
27.  Journal Prompt for the Week of February 21, 2005:
Reflect on your Purging.
28.  Journal Prompt for the Week of February 28, 2005:
Why is it important to set a good Window for a graph? Explain.
29.  Journal Prompt for the Week of March 7, 2005:
What are the 7 methods to solve a system of linear equations? Which is the easiest for you? Why?
30.  Journal Prompt for the Week of March 14, 2005:
What does pi have to do with Algebra II? Explain.
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++

31.  Journal Prompt for the Week of March 28, 2005:
Why do you think I ask you about the rock concert?
32.  Journal Prompt for the Week of April 4, 2005:
Which is it, Inverse or Indirect Variation? Explain.
33.  Journal Prompt for the Week of April 11, 2005:
How do you determine which items will represent the Overarching, 7 Parts, and Growth items in your Portfolio?
34.  Journal Prompt for the Week of April 18, 2005:
Free Write.
+++++++       +++++++       +++++++       ++++++++
35.  Journal Prompt for the Week of April 25, 2005:
Do you want your next examination on the calculator? Explain.
36.  Journal Prompt for the Week of May 2, 2005:
How can you distinguish between the graph of a quadratic and a radical function?
37.  Journal Prompt I for the Week of May 9, 2005:
What one thing would you like to see on the Spring Final? Why? What one thing would you NOT like to see on the Spring Final? Why?

38.  Journal Prompt II for the Week of May 9, 2005:
Why do we use the conjugate? What is it?
39.  Journal Prompt for the Week of May 16, 2005:
Now that we have excreted the Seniors, what should we do? Why?
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