Algebra II
Journal Prompts 2011-2012

Write in your Journal at least once per week and respond to all my prompts. Include the question and your answer, along with the date written. You may email your Journal writings to me (dayoung7@gmail.com), but you should collect all your writings, throughout the year, and submit the complete set of writings each time they are requested.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 15, 2011:
Explain what you think algebra II is and give an example of algebra II. Tell why you feel this way. How do you think this Algebra II class is different from Algebraic Connections, Honors Algebra II, AAT, and algebra at the UofA@F?
2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 22, 2011:

How did it go?

3. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 29, 2011:
What things should you memorize and what should just be Googled? Why?
4. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 6, 2011:
What are your expectations for the 1st Algebra II Examination? Why?

5. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 12, 2011:
How comfortable are you with using the Nspire calculator? Explain.
6. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 19, 2011:
Compare and Contrast Examination I and Examination II.

7. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 25, 2011:
Why would you Complete the Square and why do they call it a square?


8. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 3, 2011:
Free Write. [Occasionally I what a Free Write in your Journal. So, in 140 characters or less say something that you think is relevant to Algebra II. This might include: some things you have learned, some things you are struggling with, vocabulary that you think relate to the course, things you think the teacher needs to know, etc.]
First Nine Weeks Journal (1-8)  Due - October 7, 2011
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

9. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 10, 2011:

Which of the Eight Standards for Mathematical Practice do we seem to do the most in Algebra II? Why do you think this? Which do we seem to do the least? Why do you think this?
10. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 17, 2011:
Reflect on my comments in your 1st Journal.

11. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 24, 2011:
Why do and how do we discriminant? Explain.
12. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 31, 2011:
Compare and Contrast Division and Factoring.

13. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 7, 2011:

Which do you prefer, long or synthetic division? Why?
14. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 14, 2011:
How many hours a day do you spend outside of class working on Algebra II? Why? Doing what?

15. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 28, 2011:
Exam Retake? Should we? Do you? Why?
16. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 5, 2011:
Free Write. [See October 3, 2011]

17. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 12, 2011:
What do I need to know as we prepare for the Fall Final Examination? Why?

Second Nine Weeks Journal (1-17) Due - December 16, 2011
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

Make sure you keep your Fall Journals (1-17).

18. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 5, 2012:
What are your expectations for the spring semester in Algebra II? Why?
19. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 9, 2012:
What does “Attend to precision” mean and what does it mean to you in Algebra II?

20. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 16, 2012:

Which is easier for you, adding and subtracting Rational Expressions or multiplying and dividing? Why would you say that?
21. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 23, 2012:
Why do you think you can’t divide by zero? Do you?

22. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 30, 2012:
Which one of the 8 Standards for Mathematical Practice is best associated with Chapter 8? Give at least two examples to support you POV.

23. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 6, 2012:

Free Write. [See October 3, 2011]

24. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 13, 2012:

Now that you have refreshed your memory on the LCM, explain how you use it and tell why it has the word “Least” in its name. 

25. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 21, 2012:
What is this Domain your speak of?
26. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 27, 2012:
How do you use the Exam Reviews? Why?
27. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 5, 2012:
How many times have you taken the ACT? SAT? How did you do? Why? How many more times do you plan to take each? Explain.

Third Nine Weeks Journal (1-27) Due – March 9, 2012
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28. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 12, 2012:

What would your SLC look like if your math class was integrated into your other classes? Explain.
29. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 26, 2012:
Name 7 tools for mathematics. Elaborate.

30. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 2, 2012:
If a perfect score on the ACT is a 36 representing all 60 questions correct, what would your scaled score be on the ACT 1 you took? What was your strong area? weak area? What are you going to do about it?
31. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 9, 2012:

This week the teachers in each SLC will be voting on what we will do in Advisory next year. What advice would you give to us about how we should do Advisory and make it SLC-worthy?
32. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 16, 2012:
How close was your Experimental Probability for the color distribution on the M&M to the Theoretical Probability? How close was the class total? Why?
33. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 23, 2012:
What is the difference between Statistics and Probability? Why would you say that?
34. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 30, 2012:
Compare and Contrast the Distributions NormalPdf and NormalCdf. 


35. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 7, 2012:

What ONE thing would you LIKE to see on the Spring Final? Why? 

What ONE thing would you HATE to see on the Spring Final? Why?

Fourth Nine Weeks Journal (1-35) Due – May 11, 2012
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