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Win a Trip to Space Camp
Summer 2007


Are you a student who is interested in science and space exploration? Write a 1500-word essay about space and win trip to Space Camp from July 15 to 20, 2007, in Huntsville, Alabama. If you are a student in grades 7-12, go online and enter the Air Force Association Space Camp Essay Contest today!
Checklist

Your application may be revised and edited until the final submission deadline at 4:00 PM Pacific Time on March 30, 2007. Winners will be notified by May 15, 2007.

· Register online at www.nimble-net.com/afa/public/profile.aspx?M=NU&NMBLRN=1 

· Start a new application from the Action Menu.
· Step 1: Enter your essay title.
· Step 2: Confirm your school and add your teacher’s email address (if you want your teacher to know you applied).
· Step 3: Enter a 1500 word essay on one of the two topics for your grade level. 
· Step 4: Review and submit your application.

· Return to the Action Menu to print release form.
· After you and your parent sign the release form, mail or fax it to us. 

· Get ready to take off for space!

If you forget your password, click “forgot password” to change it. If you forget your username, send an e-mail to help@nimble-net.com for help. Your  spam filter might block our e-mails to you. Be sure to add help@nimble-net.com to your address book to receive important communications.

Essay Topics

If you are in grades 7-8, choose one of the following two topics for your essay.

Topic 1: From Earth to Planet X - Write a story about life in outer space. Describe progress, developments and discoveries. You can write about a voyage to or life on another planet in our solar system, an encounter with other life forms, buildings in outer space or a scientific discovery.

Topic 2: Imagine a colony has been established on Mars and you are one of the first, pioneering, colonists. Using scientifically accurate or credible concepts, write home to give those on Earth a taste of your new life. Your essay can take a variety of forms: a letter; a diary entry; a magazine article, etc.

If you are in grades 9-12, choose one of the following two topics for your essay.

Topic 1: Design your best space settlement - a place in space for you, your friends, and family to live, play and work. Design questions can include: 

How big is your colony?  

How many people live there? 

How is water recycled? 

How is food grown?  

What products does the colony export? 

What do people do for fun? 

What do houses look like?  

How does the government work?  

Is there something special about the social system?  

How was the colony built?  

How is it maintained? 

The questions are endless, but you do not need to answer them all.  Choose the questions that interest you the most.

Topic 2: Tell us why you think you will choose a science, technology, engineering or math career. What career are you interested in pursuing? What do you hope to accomplish with a career in one of these fields? How will attending Space Camp help you achieve your career goals? How will your career choice improve society?
Contest Rules

Eligibility

Students are eligible to participate if they are in grades 7-12 in any of the fifty states, District of Columbia, the U.S. territories or if they are a U.S. citizen attending school overseas.  
Essay Requirements

Essays should be no more than 1,500 words. Students must produce their own work, using information from other sources where appropriate. All references must be clearly marked and can appear as parenthetical citations, endnotes, or footnotes.   
Submissions

Student submissions must be received no later than March 30, 2007.  You must submit your Essay and Entry Form electronically. Your release form must be either mailed or faxed to us. 
Judging

A contestant may enter only one essay. The essay must be on one of the specified grade appropriate topics. A panel of judges, whose selections will be final, will read all entries.  All entries become the property of AFA and will not be returned.

Grand Prize

A trip to U. S. Space Camp in Huntsville, Alabama from July 15 to 20, 2007. Prize consists of round trip coach class transportation from gateway city nearest the winner’s residence to Huntsville, Alabama; accommodations for 6 days/5 nights for fifteen (15) winners grades 7-8; accommodations for 6 days/5 nights for fifteen (15) winners grades 9-12; three daily meals; ground transportation to and from Huntsville Airport and U.S. Space Camp; a flight suit with name badge, mission patch and Space Camp T-Shirt. Flight changes made at the request of the winner, early arrival and early departure fees, trip cancellation insurance, meals, gratuities and all other expenses not specified herein are the winners’ responsibility. Not all prizes may be awarded.  Prizes are not transferable. 

Announcement of Winners

The Air Force Association will announce the winners no later than May 15, 2007. 
Contact Us
Air Force Association

1501 Lee Highway

Arlington, VA 22209

Phone: (800) 727-3337 ext. 4869

Fax: (703) 247-5853 Email: ASagle@afa.org
Suggestions for Teachers
If you are using the essay contest as a class project or expect several students from your school to apply, we suggest that you register as a teacher. Your students can add you to their team when they apply. Then you can log-in and view all of the applications submitted by your students. (You won’t be able to make any changes to them, but you can take a look.)

What should I do before my students start their applications?

Follow the Register a Teacher link to create a profile for yourself. You cannot Start a new application because you are a teacher not a student. From the project action menu you can view any applications that list you as a team member. 

What information do students have to have when they complete their application?

To register, the student enters their school name, email address, home address, and parent name. In step 1 of the application form, students enter an essay title, their current grade, and how they heard about the contest. They answer yes or no to the question, Do you want to include your teacher’s name and e-mail address? If yes, they add their teacher in step 2.  If no, they can click next and go to step 3. Students should write one 1500 word essay. Students should pick one of the two topics for their essay based on their grade. (See the Essay Topics above.)
How do students add a teacher to their application?

1. Follow the Register a Student link to create a profile and log-in.

2. From the project action menu, choose Start a new application.

3. On Step 1, answer Yes to the question: Do you want to include your teacher’s name and e-mail address?
4. On Step 2, click Add a teacher.
5. Student selects the correct teacher from a table listing all registered teachers from the student’s school.

a. If the teacher’s name does not appear, click Pre-Register a teacher. 

Do students need to sign a release form?

After students submit their applications, remind them to return to the action menu to print the release form. Both the student and one parent need to sign the release form. It should be mailed or faxed to the Air Force Association to complete the application. 
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