The Graphing Approach
Here’s the dirty dirty, dirty work—an example of how the formula works.

If we take material X and place gently person Wilt  (massing in at 70 kg) on material X and recognize the coefficient of friction between the two to be 0.5, we can come up with the following simulacrum of reality:

Wilt slides along material X laterally while ingesting cooked kidneys, the incarnadine delicacy which best propitiates Wilt to life’s multitudinous vicissitudes with its flavor, and, bit by waxy bit, contributes to the accretion of plaque along his arteries which as there is a time and purpose for all things under the sun will cause eventual myocardial infarction and subsequent death.
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Here is Wilt: 
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Here is material X:    

Here is blooming Wilt sliding blissfully along material X
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And here is the kidney, a specimen of the specimens soon to engorge the receptive, awaiting, and food-welcoming gastrointestinal track of mustachioed and top-hat donning Mr. Wilt:


Each kidney masses at 10 kg.  We feed Mr. Wilt 4 such organs successively at times 1 minute, 2 minutes, 3 minutes, 4 minutes, and 5 minutes.

Conveniently, a not-too-tall chart charts out our tale.

Time in minutes






Mass

	0
	70

	1
	80

	2
	90

	3
	100

	4
	110

	5
	120


More charting is applicable.  We have the masses and the coefficient of friction ergo we have the force of friction.  Hoopsa Hoopsa Hoopsa! Tooraloom!

Mass in kg
                       Normal Force (Mass times Gravity at 10. m/s^2)      Force of Friction (N)

	70
	700 N
	350 

	80
	800 N
	400

	90
	900 N
	450

	100
	1000 N
	500

	110
	1100 N
	550

	120
	1200 N
	600


The time in minutes and the force of friction can be enter into a TI-83 thusly:

[image: image1.png]



And graphed thisly:
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How easy was that?  (“Not easy at all,” quoth I myself the author the writer hopefully occupationally, not for me for I am forlornly foraying lost in the fictional fortress of frictional force foraging for freedom, forging my courage.) Easy, you say.  YOU SAY!!!  Good

Jumpin’ Jeehosafats!!








