Arkansas Next:  A Guide to life after high school p. 22-35
The NEXT magazine has lots of great information about life after high school.  Here are some highlights to focus on defining some of these options after high school.  Detailed information is found on pages 22-35.
What’s Next?  What are my options?
Bachelor’s  Degree:    In either a university or a liberal arts institution the level of bachelor’s degree indicates that you have studied a particular discipline for an average of 120 credit and met the requirements of ‘completion’ for that study at that institution.  

university (don’t be surprised, the typical 4 year degree often takes 5 1/2 years to complete)  Most university’s are large and support research.  These institutions comprise several college or schools of study and offer specific majors within these schools.   Example, University of Arkansas, Texas Tech, Rice University
liberal arts college: There are lots of definitions about liberal arts, what it isn’t is a degree in art.   In short, liberal arts schools teach students how to think.  Here are some experts’ ideas on what a liberal art school is:  
"A liberal arts education gives students an opportunity to explore a variety of academic disciplines rather than following a specific rubric of courses that train them for a career," says Cindy Peterson, director of admissions at Piedmont College in Georgia. 

“Instead of learning only about business at a business school, a liberal arts degree will teach you about business as well as the history, politics and other areas that influence and shape the world of business." 

Bob Murray, dean of enrollment management at Wesleyan University, believes that a liberal arts education “develops both the left and right side of the brain. Effective problem solving requires strong analytical and creative processes. Developing critical thinking skills and being able to comprehend various subjects and perspectives adds to the ability of liberal arts graduates to successfully connect the dots between multiple disciplines. 
Examples of liberal arts colleges include:  Dartmouth College, Hendrix College, Claremont College
Students usually finish a liberal arts degree in 4 years.  

Liberal arts schools usually don’t offer advanced degrees.

Two Year Colleges:  

Associates degree:  completion of a 60 program of study.

Two year program:  many students take the “basics” for college at a junior college and transfer these credits to a university to complete their 4 year degree.

Degree Centers/University Center:  a two year college (such as NWACC) that has a partnership with a four year program (such as the U of A) to offer a bachelor’s degree.  These programs are limits to selected programs. Students pay tuition at the reduced school rate but receive the credentials of the four year program.  
Technical Institutes:  NTI, Devry Institute, ITT, Tulsa Welding
Lots of careers begin with technical training.  Check out the opportunities for learning at technical institutes, these often offer excellent job placements opportunities as well.   
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Apprenticeships :  Hands on training with a salary!
Concurrent Enrollment:  While you are in high school, you can take courses in college!  FHS offers concurrent enrollment with Northwest Arkansas Community College in English Composition, College Algebra and Finite math all on our campus.  These courses are offered at about  ½ the cost of the college course at NWACC.  When you have successfully completed these courses you have high school and college credit together.  

Online Degree Programs:  online courses are becoming more popular with the improvements in technology.  These classes offer flexibility in location and scheduling.  Check out the info on p. 31 for online degree programs.

Military:  Weather you are considering the Army, Navy, Marines, Air force, or Coast Guard the military offers lots of opportunities for jobs, training, and help with college. 
