Algebraic Connections

Journal Prompts 1999-2000

Write at least once per week and respond to all prompts. Include the question and your answer, along with the date written. You may email your Journal writings to me (dyoung@fayar.net), but you should collect all your writings, throughout the year, and submit the complete set of writings each time they are requested.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 19, 1999:
What do you think Algebraic Connections is? Give an example and explain why you feel this way. Tell how it is different from Algebra 1, Geometry and Algebra 2.

2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 23, 1999:
What do you think will be the hardest part of Mr. Young’s Algebraic Connections class? Why? What will be the easiest? Why?

3. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 30, 1999:
Describe Bubble Baby and its role in AlgConn. Give specific examples.

4. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 6, 1999:
How do you know what is planned for AlgConn during the week? Why do you think this way?

5. Journal Prompt I for the Week of September 13, 1999:
What are your expectations for your Pre-Portfolio, and when is it due? Why and Why?

6. Journal Prompt II for the Week of September 13, 1999:
What do you think we will be doing in the Computer lab this year? Why do you think that?

7. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 20, 1999: 
Free Write (Note: Occasionally you will be given a "Free Write"     prompting you to write about your current thoughts as they relate to Algebraic Connections.)

8. Journal Prompt for the Week of September 27, 1999:
Do you think we should have allowed some people the opportunity to “fix” low scoring items from their Pre Portfolio? Why?

9. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 4, 1999:
Compare and Contrast the Portfolio that is due on Friday, October 8, 1999 and the Pre-Portfolio.



10. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 11, 1999:
What about Algebraic Connections would you like to change? Keep the same? Why?

11. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 18, 1999:
Compare and Contrast your TI calculator and Graphical Analysis.

12. Journal Prompt for the Week of October 25, 1999:
What was the hardest part of Quiz II for you? Why? The easiest? Why?

13. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 1, 1999:
Free Write.

14. Journal Prompt I for the Week of November 8, 1999:
Compare and Contrast Exponential and Logarithmic Models.

15. Journal Prompt II for the Week of November 8, 1999:
Why would one wish to transfer data from their calculator to Graphical Analysis rather than just key it into the columns? Give examples.

16. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 15, 1999:
Why do I ask you to write in a Journal?

17. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 22, 1999:
How does one make a "C" in Algebraic Connections? Explain.

18. Journal Prompt for the Week of November 29, 1999:
When is the next Portfolio due? How do you know this?

19. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 6, 1999:
What one thing would you like to see on the AlgConn Final? Why? One thing you don't want to see on it? Why?

20. Journal Prompt for the Week of December 13, 1999:
What do you plan to do over the break to learn more about Algebra? Why?

21. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 3, 2000:
How well did you do on your plan to learn more about Algebra over the break? Why?

22. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 10, 2000:
Compared to last semester, how well do you think you will do in Algebraic Connections this semester? Why do you think this?

23. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 17, 2000:
What were your impressions about the Fall99 Performance Assessment? Give specifics. What are your expectations for the next PA? Why?

24. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 24, 2000:
What was the hardest part of the TI on the Web assignment? Why?

25. Journal Prompt for the Week of January 31, 2000:
Why do I ask you to do a Draft Pre-Portfolio? How does the grade you make on it affect your nine-weeks grade?

26. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 7, 2000:
Free Write.

27. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 14, 2000:
Compare and Contrast the two methods of solving and equation, using the TI with Graph, Table, or Solver; and using the Zero Product Rule.

28. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 21, 2000:
In the Ball Bounce II investigation, you selected one of the following to use along with your calculator: TI-Interactive!, Graphical Analysis, or Excel. Tell which you used, why you selected it, and then compare and contrast that technology with the TI Graphing Calculator as a toll to explore the Ball Bounce II data. 

29. Journal Prompt for the Week of February 28, 2000:
Why do we Un-FOIL (factor) an algebraic expression? Give an example. 

30. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 6, 2000:
What mathematics course did you select for next year? Why?

31. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 13, 2000:
Free Write.

32. Journal Prompt for the Week of March 27, 2000:
What mathematics did you do over Spring Break? Why?

33. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 3, 2000:
Explain what happens to the shape of a quadratic in the form of A(X-H)2+K when you adjust the value of A? H? K?

34. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 10, 2000:
Reflect on the process of Purging of your Portfolio. What things went through your mind?

35. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 17, 2000:
What and Why are Residuals?

36. Journal Prompt for the Week of April 24, 2000:
What is the topic of your Web Page? Why did you select this topic?

37. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 1, 2000:
What one thing would you NOT like to see on the AlgConn Final? Why?

38. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 8, 2000 - I:
What one thing would you LIKE to see on the AlgConn Final? Why?

39. Journal Prompt for the Week of May 8, 2000 - II:
What was the hardest part of AlgConn for you? Why? What was the easiest part of AlgConn for you? Why?




