TI Product and Resources Update
August 2009
(1) Mark your calendar now for the next T^3 Regional Conference in Hot Springs, AR.  The conference will be held on January 29-30, 2010 and this year will also feature an all day TI-Navigator™ preconference session on Thursday, January 28th.  Look for more information to be posted on the TI events calendar as the date gets closer - www.education.ti.com/us/events.  Don’t forget the reception on Thursday night.
(2) Something fun for Back to School?  TI’s new “Count Me In!” campaign is designed to get everyone talking about the importance of mathematics.  Sign the “Math Rocks! Pledge” at www.countmeinpledge.com and you will be entered to win fabulous prizes like a customized “Math Rocks!” guitar autographed by the Jonas Brothers, TI-Nspire graphing calculators, and other great prizes.  The website goes live on July 24th.  
(3) Stay up-to-date with the Arkansas state webpage – www.education.ti.com/arkansas.   You can find training events, SAT/ACT practice materials, practice benchmark tests, and other useful information.  Having an event featuring TI products and materials?  Contact the Arkansas TI representative, Robb Wilson (note #12 below) and let TI advertise it for you on the Events Calendar.   

(4) Visit www.timath.com to view activities, events and resources related to Algebra I, Algebra II, Geometry, Pre-Calculus, Statistics, and Calculus.  Past activities are archived at the site for your convenience.  The site features video lessons as well as lessons comparing the TI-84 Plus and TI-Nspire™ handhelds.  Check it out.

(5) Need some resources, activities, or support materials for your new TI-Nspire handheld?  Check out TI’s newest micro website at www.tinspire.com/quickclicks.  If it has anything to do with TI-Nspire technology, you will find it here – one quick click takes you to a wide variety of useful links for both the TI handhelds and computer software.  Remember, the TI-Nspire also comes with a snap-in TI-84 Plus SE keypad.

(6) Check out www.education.ti.com/register to register your TI classroom products and let TI keep you up to date with software upgrades and operating system downloads.  Then try www.education.ti.com/latest to find out the latest versions of software and operating systems and how to download them.   Operating Systems and software upgrades are always free at TI – do you have the latest versions for your classroom?
(7) Take a “sneak preview” of the new TI-Nspire online Resource Center for Algebra and Geometry educators.  Register at the website now and you will automatically be entered into a drawing for a free classroom set of TI-Nspire handhelds - www.ti-algebranspired.com.   The full site “goes live” in August 2009.  Register NOW!!!
(8) A variety of grant writing resources can be found at www.education.ti.com/grants.   There is also funding resource information available and a “How to” guide for preparing grants.  The recently revised Arkansas specific Grant Guide can be found at http://education.ti.com/sites/US/downloads/pdf/FundingoppsAR.pdf/.
(9) For TI-73 Explorer™ users – don’t forget to upgrade to the new Operating System (Version 1.91).  It adds four additional slots of Archive memory.  The new TI-73 SmartView™ emulator software is also an effective way to lead classroom instruction.  How about www.timiddlegrades.com, a site for middle school and junior high activities and lesson plans that will support both the TI-73 Explorer and TI-83/84 Plus graphing calculator.                                                                        
(10) Have a question about a product or need assistance with a handheld?  Do you need help deleting a game that is loaded on a classroom calculator?  Can’t remember how to access the split screen, zoom memory, or grouping feature that you saw at a workshop?  Don’t wait, call 1-800-TI-CARES (1-800-842-2737).  The Call Center in Dallas, Texas is ready to help.  Sometimes, we can even fix broken calculators over the phone.  
(11) The Texas Instruments representative for Arkansas is Robb Wilson at rwilson@ti.com.  For additional assistance you can also contact Terry Green, the Arkansas Educational Products Coach, at tgreen@ti.com or 972-917-0729 or toll free at 866-846-2844, Option 1.  Ask Terry about free Webex training for your campus.
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