Physics


Physics Update for August 27, 2007

On a regular basis I will email you an update. This will contain the Journal prompt(s) for the week, a listing of what we did last week, a list of things that are planned for the coming week, and other information that you need to know. I will post the update each week on the Physics web page. If you are not receiving the update just email me and I’ll add you to the group.

1. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 20, 2007:
What do you think physics is? Give an example and explain why you feel this way. Tell how you think Physics is different from APPB, APPC, and physics at the UofA@F.

2. Journal Prompt for the Week of August 27, 2007:
Why Pitching PuPs? Elaborate.

Physics is a first course in the study of the nature of matter and energy and their interactions. I use a constructivist method, where the students work individually and in groups as they build their understanding of how things work. We have been working with recording and analyzing motion under a force. This first assignment has several goals, including helping the students to get to know each other, an assessment of skill sets, looking at an abstract concept using a real event, experimental design, and using technology. 

This is an Inquiry based course where we address prior knowledge and misconceptions as we they to come to know. I integrate technology in my course on a regular basis. I see it as a canvas for students to construct their knowledge. Part of this process deals with coming to know through exploration and using what skills the student has and encouraging them to help others. I view teaching as a process that includes the collective. That is, we are all part of the process of coming to know and it is important to move from where we are individually to a higher and deeper level of knowing. My philosophy is that it is better to teach a person to fish than to give them a fish. This means, in my class, that I won’t always just answer a question, but will point the student toward the answer. This some times causes some consternation in the student but I feel this is important if the student doesn’t get over frustrated. Please visit with me as you need help or email me your questions.

Last week you should have done the following:

- Written in your Journal

- Checked the OS on your Graphing Calculator, obtained Navigator APPS

- Read the Syllabus and submit the signed Acknowledgment Form

- $10 Science Lab Charge
- Send the Email ME assignment
- Submitted your Survey

- Pitching Puppies 101
- Roses
- Explored the Physics web page  
- TUG-K - Answer Sheet
- Received ppp Physics Book
- Read Chapter One

This week you should plan to do the following:

# Write in your Journal

# Finish Pitching Puppies 101
# Know the Roses
# Coming to know the e-Portfolio
# Examine the Physics Web page

# A Good White Board Presentation

# White Board the Toss

# PuPs from a Parametric Perspective

# Quiz Zero

# Babble Fish

# Physics Lessons - Estimation & Measurement 

# The Lead Brick

# FCI - Answer Sheet

# Noting Scientific Notation

# The BasketBall

# Sig Figs

# Clockworks
# Bears
# The Dictionary of Units and Measures - Assignment

Invite your parents to the FHS Open House - Tuesday, September 4, 2007 at 6:00 PM
Explore the Physics web page.

Get your calculator worthy and working.

If you have questions or need some help, please see Mr. Young, or one of your fellow students. See the Syllabus for information on how to get outside of class help.
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