Physics

Free Fall Reaction Time


Using the techniques demonstrated on page 21 of your physics book, determine your reaction time.

Let your partner hold the ruler and drop at their discretion. 

When the ruler starts to fall, catch it with your fingers. 

Measure the starting and ending mark on the ruler during the process. Calculate the distance that the ruler fell.

Repeat the process for a total of 7 trials.

Calculate the average (mean) distance.

	Trial
	Start
	End
	Distance

	A
	
	
	

	B
	
	
	

	C
	
	
	

	D
	
	
	

	E
	
	
	

	F
	
	
	

	G
	
	
	

	
	
	Mean =
	


Using the formula 
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 where g = 980 cm/sec/sec, calculate your average reaction time. Record it below and submit it to the class.

Average Reaction Time: __________________
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