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First Quarter 

1.
What word rhymes with satellite and means a novice or beginner?


Ans.
Neophyte
2.
What is the adjective form of the word “adverb”?


Ans.
Adverbial
3.
The Newport Tower in Rhode Island and the Kensington Rune Stone in Minnesota are believed by archaeologists to be artifacts of what people?


Ans.
Viking explorers
4.
What word literally means “my lady” in Italian?


Ans.
Madonna
5.
Parthenogenesis is the development of an individual from an egg that has not undergone which process?


Ans.
Fertilization
6.
The biggest constellation is the “Sea Serpent,” which covers 3.16% of the sky and contains 68 visible stars.  Identify it.


Ans.
Hydra
7.
What publication recently became the first for-profit online news organization to win a Pulitzer Prize for reporting?

  

Ans. 
Huffington Post
8.
What's the religion of nearly all the Malays in Malaysia?


Ans.
Islam
9.
Math Computation.   Give the measure of an angle in degrees if it is in the first quadrant and the sine of the angle is square root of 3 over 2.


Ans.
60 degrees
10.
The word “next” is the superlative form of what adverb?


Ans.
Near
11.
What two countries are separated by the Gulf of Bothnia?


Ans.
Finland and Sweden
12.
During an interregnum from 1250 to 1273, which empire had no emperor?


Ans.
Holy Roman Empire
13.
Which Academy Award winning actress is immortalized in many movies, including Antony and Cleopatra & Who’s Afraid of Virginia Woolf, and in an Andy Warhol silkscreen?


Ans.
Elizabeth Taylor
14.
Identify the forest where Winnie the Pooh and his friends live.


Ans.
The Hundred-Acre Wood
15.
Math Computation.   If a triangle is inscribed in a semicircle, and one of the angles measures 36 degrees, what are the measures of the other two?


Ans.
90 degrees and 54 degrees
16.
What do we call the instantaneous rate of change of a function, expressed as the ratio of two differentials?


Ans.
Derivative
17.
What novel begins, “In the ancient city of London, a boy was born to the poor family of the name of Canty”?


Ans.
THE PRINCE AND THE PAUPER
18.
In Latin it means “I believe.”  From it is derived the word that means the affirmation of a philosophical platform.  Identify the Latin word which is also the title of a traditional division of the Mass.


Ans.
The Credo
19.
Consider the set of odd numbers greater than 8 and less than 8.  What percent of them are evenly divisible by 3?


Ans.
40%
20.
What country did the United States quit occupying in 1955?


Ans.
Japan
Second Quarter (Toss-up Questions)

21.
The water mammals called cetaceans are divided into three groups.  Name any two of them.


Ans.
Dolphins, porpoises, whales
22.
Name the five concert marches for orchestra composed by Sir Edward Elgar in the early 20th century?  Portions of these are traditionally played at graduation ceremonies in the U.S. today.


Ans.
POMP AND CIRCUMSTANCE
23.
In the Bible, who said, “give her the living child, and in no wise slay it: she is the mother thereof”?


Ans.
Solomon
24.
Math Computation.   How many real roots does the parabola y = 2x squared plus 3x plus 1 have?


Ans.
2
25.
In three different elections, what Presidential candidate was defeated by John Quincy Adams, Andrew Jackson, and Martin Van Buren?


Ans.
Henry Clay
26.
The measure of the lightness or darkness of any color is called value.  What do we call the quality that distinguishes one color from another?


Ans.
Hue
27.
The Dolomites belong to which mountain range?


Ans.
Alps
28.
Science Computation.   A body dropped from a height of 19.6 meters will strike the ground after how many seconds?


Ans.
2
29.
Math Computation.   A furniture store can buy 15 chairs for the same price at which it can sell 12 chairs.  What percent profit does the store make by buying then selling these chairs?


Ans.
25%
30.
What gas is produced as a by-product of the decomposition of garbage?


Ans.
Methane
Second Quarter (Bonus Questions)

 1. WHY?
(5) For what specific purpose did Major League Baseball insitute the use of instant replay in 2008?
     Ans. For disputed home run calls.
(10) According to the EPA, why has carbon dioxide in Earth’s atmosphere increased since the Industrial Revolution?
     Ans. An increase in the use of fossil fuels is the cause.
(15) Why is Romeo exiled from Verona?
     Ans. For killing Tybalt
(20) Why are levels of hydrogen and helium relatively low in Earth’s atmosphere?
     Ans. Earth has a relatively weak gravitational field.
 2. TROJAN WAR
(5) Apollo gave Cassandra the gift of prophecy, but when he found she did not love him, he added a cruel curse to the gift.  What was the curse?
     Ans. Nobody would believe her.
(10) Which of the following escapes did not occur in Homer's ODYSSEY: from the Lotus-Eaters, from the Sirens, from Circe, from the Furies?
     Ans. From the Furies
(15) The prologue of which play about the Trojan War tells us, “The ravish'd Helen with wanton Paris sleeps, and that's the quarrel.”?
     Ans. TROILUS AND CRESSIDA
(20) Name the Greek herald in the Trojan War whose voice was said to have the strength of 50 men.
     Ans. Stentor
 3. EARTH SCIENCE
(5) What part of the earth is believed to be made of melted iron and nickel?
     Ans. The core
(10) Name either one of the two elements that make up most of the rocks in the earth's crust.
     Ans. Silicon and oxygen
(15) Who first suggested a nebular theory about the birth of the solar system?  The year was 1775 and he was not a scientist, but a German philosopher.
     Ans. Immanuel Kant
(20) During which period of the Paleozoic Era did the first land plants appear on earth?
     Ans. Silurian period
 4. TWENTIETH CENTURY
(5) A photograph taken in 1945 shows General Groves of the Manhattan Project and Director Oppenheimer standing next to the charred base of a steel tower and fused cinders of sand.  In what state was this photo taken?
     Ans. New Mexico
(10) The treaty that ended the Russo-Japanese War in 1905 was named for which New Hampshire city?
     Ans. Portsmouth
(15) Name both the first President and the last President to preside over exactly 48 states.
     Ans. Taft and Eisenhower
(20) TWO ANSWERS REQUIRED.  Who was the first president to invite an African-American man to the White House, and who was the man?
     Ans. Theodore Roosevelt invited Booker T. Washington.
Sixty Seconds Round

FINISH THE QUOTATION

Finish each quotation.

 1. Second Amendment: “A well-regulated _____ is necessary to the security of a free state.”

                       Ans. Militia

 2. According to Miguel Cervantes, the only two families in the world are the Haves and the ...

                       Ans. Havenots

 3. The serpent said that, upon eating the fruit, “Ye shall be as _____, knowing good and evil.”

                       Ans. Gods (Accept God.)

 4. Thomas Paine: “Government, even in its best state, is but a necessary ...”

                       Ans. Evil

 5. Cervantes urged that we “Make hay while ...”

                       Ans. The sun shines

 6. Book of Revelation: “Behold a pale horse, and him that sat on him was ...”

                       Ans. Death

 7. Herman Melville: “Life’s a voyage that’s homeward ...”

                       Ans. Bound

 8. Said of Shakespeare’s Cleopatra: “Age cannot wither her, nor custom stale her infinite ...”

                       Ans. Variety

 9. In Self Reliance, Emerson said, “A foolish consistency is the _____ of little minds.”

                       Ans. Hobgoblin

10. In Matthew 26, Jesus tells the disciples, “One of you shall …”

                       Ans. “… betray me.” 

EXTRA: It derives from a fable by Aesop: “Slow and steady ...”

               Ans. Wins the race

NINETEENTH CENTURY


Answer these questions about the 19th century.

           1. In what European city was the first exhibit of Impressionist paintings held in 1874?

                         Ans. Paris

           2. What 1856 treaty ended the Crimean War?

                         Ans. Treaty of Paris

           3. What kind of trade was abolished in the British Empire in 1807?

                         Ans. Slave

           4. Name a state that joined the Union in 1889.

                         Ans. North Dakota, South Dakota, Montana, Wyoming

           5. President James Garfield was assassinated in what year?

                         Ans. 1881

           6. French chemist Louis Pasteur gave the first inoculation against what disease in 1885?

                         Ans. Rabies

           7. Franz Josef of Austria became king of what other country in 1867?

                         Ans. Hungary

           8. In what state did Lincoln debate Douglas for a seat in the Senate?

                         Ans. Illinois

           9. By what name was the terror organization formed by ex-Confederate soldiers known?

                         Ans. Ku Klux Klan

          10. In 1848, the island of Java was restored to what European power?

                         Ans. The Netherlands

EXTRA: Who commissioned the building of the Arc de Triomphe?                                         Ans. Napoleon

HOW MANY?



You’ll be answering the question “How many …?” in each case.

                1. How many calories are contained in a six-ounce glass of drinking water?

                              Ans. None

                2. The vote to remove Andrew Johnson from the Presidency failed by how many votes?

                              Ans. 1

                3. When the first dinosaurs roamed the earth, how many continents were there?

                              Ans. One (Pangaea)

                4. How many players compete in a game of cutthroat racketball?

                              Ans. 3

                5. There are six on a hockey team.  How many players on a polo team?

                              Ans. 4

                6. How many treads are there in a flight of stairs with 6 risers?

                              Ans. 5

7. How many different writing systems are on the Rosetta Stone?

                              Ans. 3

 8. How many different species of the genus Homo survive today?                   

                              Ans. One

                9. How many great grandparents does one person have?

                              Ans. 8

   10. How many times a year does an equinox occur?

                              Ans. Two

EXTRA: In the House of Representatives, there are how many whips?                       

                       Ans. Two

Fourth Quarter 

31.
What do some creatures do when the protein luciferin is oxidized?


Ans.
Glow
32.
According to Amnesty International, the U.S. ranked fifth in the world in executions for crimes last year with 43.  What nation ranked first, with over 1,000 estimated executions? 

  

Ans. 
China

33.
When the energy used to create a wave is decreased, which component of a wave also decreases?


Ans.
Amplitude
34.
An angle whose vertex lies on a circle and whose sides contain chords of the circle is called what?


Ans.
Inscribed angle
35.
The Italians and Germans used the Spanish Civil War as a testing ground for armament and techniques they would later use in World War II.  On what side would Spain later fight in World War II?


Ans.
Spain was a nonbelligerent.
36.
What cross-section is formed by cutting a cone perpendicular to its axis of symmetry?


Ans.
Circle
37.
Abraham Zapruder entered history when he shot historic footage of what event?


Ans.
The Kennedy assassination
38.
What adjective describes acceleration in which there are equal changes in velocity in equal intervals of time?


Ans.
Uniform (constant)
39.
Consider the word TRIGONOMETRY.  The prefix “tri” means three and “metry” means measurement.  What is the meaning of “gon”?


Ans.
Angle
40.
A synonym for “vagabond” starts with the same three letters.  What's the word?


Ans.
Vagrant
41.
Which Frank Norris title means the same thing, but sounds better than this: The Marine Mollusk with a Rounded Soft Body and Eight Tentacles with Each Bearing Two Rows of Suckers?


Ans.
The Octopus
42.
“At this time tomorrow / Reckon wher I'll be / Down in some lonesome valley / Hanging from a white oak tree.”  About which folk music character were these lines written?


Ans.
Tom Dooley 

43.
The Romanovs were Russia's last imperial dynasty.  What decorative art works did members of this dynasty have commissioned?  HINT: Jeweler Carl Faberge' produced between 54 and 57 of them.


Ans.
Easter eggs
44.
Correct the error in this sentence: “Boris Pasternak, author of DR. ZHIVAGO, a novel about a Russian physicist, had to turn down the Nobel Prize.”


Ans.
Change “physicist” to “physician.”
45.
What polyatomic ion used to be common in many laundry detergents, until it was discovered that even small amounts damage aquatic environments?


Ans.
Phosphate
46.
In 1818 Edmund Ruffin found that by adding quicklime to his poor-quality soil he was able to increase his yield by 40%.  What adjective from chemistry describes his soil before the addition of quicklime?


Ans.
Acidic
47.
Halloween celebrations grew out of an original holiday still observed by many Roman Catholics.  Celebrated on November 1, what is it called?


Ans.
All Saints' Day or All Hallow's Day
48.
King William IV's daughters died in infancy, so this niece succeeded him on the British throne.  Who was she?


Ans.
Queen Victoria
49.
Anti-civilization philosopher Jean-Jacques Rousseau advocated man’s “return to” what?


Ans.
Nature
50.
Math Computation.   A men's clothing company has calculated that its total revenue from the sale of x suits is 2x + 50.  Find the number of suits the firm must sell so that its total revenue will be more than $70,000.


Ans.
34,975
Extra Toss-Up Questions 

 1.
Math Computation.   Solve the equation: the square root of the quantity x + 2 equals x.


Ans.
X = 2 
 2.
Which actor embraced the task of humanitarian aid in the aftermath of the devastating Haiti earthquake and today represents Haiti to the world?

  

Ans. Sean Penn
 3.
What short story by Washington Irving is similar in theme to Stephen Vincent Benet's work, “The Devil and Daniel Webster?”


Ans.
“The Devil and Tom Walker”
 4.
The Federal Reserve System was founded partly in response to his March, 1913 death.  Name this financier.


Ans.
J. P. Morgan
 5.
The Paleocene Epoch belongs in the which Era?


Ans.
Cenozoic
 6.
“The one-L lama, / He's a priest. / The two-L llama, / He's a beast. / And I will bet / A silk pajama / There isn't any / Three-L lllama.”  Who wrote this verse?


Ans.
Ogden Nash
 7.
This condition is caused by defects in the lens or cornea of the eye.  Some light rays focus on the retina, but others fall behind or in front of the retina, producing a blurred image.  What do we call this condition?


Ans.
Astigmatism
8.
His first name is Howard, and he’s wealthy in his own right.  He’s on a mission to end hunger in America, starting with a new partnership with farmers and food banks and called “Invest An Acre.”  He’s the son of what Nebraska billionaire?

  

Ans. 
Warren Buffett

EXTRA BONUS

SHAKESPEARE
(5) Identify the method of suicide chosen by Ophelia.
     Ans. Drowning
(10) The last play performed at the Globe was this History play featuring a king and Cardinals Wolsey and Cranmer.
     Ans. Henry VIII
(15) This Shakespearean king died at Bosworth Field in 1485.
     Ans. Richard III
(20) In 1594, Shakespeare was a member of the Lord Chamberlain's company, which became this company under King James.
     Ans. King's Men

EXTRA LIGHTNING ROUND

INSECTS

Answer these questions about insects.

 1. What's the word for a person who specializes in the study of insects?

               Ans. Entomologist

 2. Development stage between egg and pupa.

               Ans. Larva

 3. Acid found in ants' bodies and bees' stings.

               Ans. Formic acid

 4. Phylum to which all insects belong.

               Ans. Arthropoda

 5. In social insects, the fertile female whose function is to lay eggs is called what?

               Ans. The queen

 6. What commercially useful product do we get from bees, besides honey?

               Ans. Beeswax

 7. Sleeping sickness is transmitted by this fly.

               Ans. Tsetse fly

 8. Name of beetle held sacred by ancient Egyptians.

               Ans. Scarab

 9. Well-known piece by Rimsky-Korsakov.

               Ans. “The Flight of the Bumblebee”

10. Walter Reed proved that mosquitoes cause this disease.

               Ans. Yellow Fever

EXTRA: What are the three main divisions of an insect's body?

                          Ans. Head, thorax, abdomen

