ACE Literature Selections 2006
Text:  You’ve Got to Read This:  Contemporary American Writers Introduce Stories that Held Them in Awe, edited by Ron Hansen and Jim Shepard

James Agee, “A Mother’s Tale”

James Baldwin, “Sonny’s Blues”

Paul Bowles, “A Distant Episode”

Raymond Carver, “Cathedral”

John Cheever, “Goodbye, My Brother”

Anton Chekhov, “Gooseberries”

Molly Giles, “Pie Dance”

Ruth Prawer Jhabvala, “The Interview”

Clarice Lispector, “The Smallest Woman in the World”

Katherine Mansfield, “The Daughters of the Late Colonel”

Alice Munro, “Labor Day Dinner”

Vladimir Nabokov, “Spring in Fialta”

Flannery O’Connor, “A Good Man Is Hard to Find”

Tillie Olsen, “I Stand Here Ironing”

Grace Paley, “Wants”

Delmore Schwartz, “In Dreams Begin Responsibilities”

Leslie Marmon Silko, “The Man to Send Rain Clouds”

Alice Walker, “The Flowers”

Eudora Welty, “No Place for You, My Love”

Jerome Wilson, “Paper Garden”

I wanted to include Tim O’Brien’s “The Things They Carried,” a story that wowed me and the reading of which led me to purchase and read the book The Things They Carried, which includes this short story.  I felt, though, that some might object to the obscenities used.  I do want to recommend this story to those of you who are unfamiliar with Mr. O’Brien’s work and who do not object to reading great stories even if they contain coarse language.  I know that each of you realizes that anyone can object to any story for some reason.  As always, I deliberate as to what selections to include, and the list above does contain some that I hope do not offend. Also, I encourage your students to read the introductions to the stories, even though only the stories themselves will be used for questions.  Enjoy!  

Mary Jo Roberts
