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2007-2008 HIGH SCHOOL PRACTICE SET 16
           ROUND 1 (20 TOSS-UP QUESTIONS)
1.
What former Illinois governor was defeated for the U.S. presidency by Dwight D. Eisenhower 
in both 1952 and 1956?


ANSWER:  Adlai Stevenson
2. 
What American scientist is known as “the father of the hydrogen bomb?”


ANSWER:  Edward Teller
3.
What is a polyhedron called that has twenty faces, each of which is an equilateral triangle?

       ANSWER:  icosahedron

4. 
What is the name for the musical instrument that is somewhat like a guitar but has a triangular 
body and three strings, and is often used in Russian folk music?


ANSWER:  balalaika (bal-ah-LI-ka)

5.
What author visited the ruins of Tintern Abbey in 1898 and later composed a poem about them?

     
ANSWER:  William Wordsworth
6.  
How many times in an inning can a baseball manager visit a pitcher without replacing him?


ANSWER:  one

7.
MATH COMPUTATION 

Express the following product as a binomial.  (2x + c2)(2x – c2) 

ANSWER:  4x2 – c4
8.  
In what city did Charles Lindbergh land in 1927 after making a historic solo flight from New 
York City?


ANSWER:  Paris
9.  
What property of an electric circuit opposes any change in the current flowing in 

that circuit?


ANSWER:  inductance
10.
What goddess was awarded the golden apple by Paris in the Greek myth of the Trojan War?

ANSWER:  Aphrodite

11.
Marcia’s grandmother has a compulsive impulse to steal things, even though she has plenty 
of money to purchase these items.  What title is given to compulsive thieves such as 
Marcia’s grandmother?

       ANSWER:  kleptomaniac

12.
What inorganic acid has the chemical formula HI?

ANSWER:  hydroionic acid

13.
What member of the British Commonwealth of Nations is located in the Indian Ocean, consists 
of about 90 islands, and has Victoria as its capital?


ANSWER:  Seychelles
14.
What six-letter word that begins with an “e” means to avoid? 

ANSWER:  eschew

15
MATH COMPUTATION 

Diane can finish a job in 5 hours.  It takes Thomas 9 hours to complete the same job. How long will it take the two of them to complete the job if they work on it together?  Express your answer as a mixed number.

ANSWER:  3 3/14 hours

16.
What rare element is found in the K-T Boundary between the Cretaceous Period and the 
Tertiary Period, which could have implications in the extinction of the dinosaurs?


ANSWER:  iridium
17.
What artist became recognized for his pop-art work Golf Ball, 1962?


ANSWER:  Roy Lichtenstein
18.
What is the antecedent of the pronoun in the following sentence?  Each girl on the volleyball 
team has her own special memories of the fantastic season.  

      ANSWER:  girl

19.
What eight-letter term refers to the type of software that protects a computer from being accessed by unauthorized individuals or companies?

ANSWER:  firewall 

20.
As opposed to “de facto segregation,” which means segregation by fact, what term means 
segregation by law?


ANSWER:  de jure segregation
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       ROUND 2 (10 TOSS-UP AND 4 BONUS)
21.
What important waterway was built by Ferdinand de Lesseps?


ANSWER:  Suez Canal
22.
In the French language, I’m called a chevre.  In the Spanish language, I’m called a cabra.  What am I in the English language?

ANSWER:  a goat

23.
MATH COMPUTATION

What is the ratio of a circle’s diameter to its circumference?


ANSWER:  1 to (
24.
What physical property is related to the average energy contained in the random microscopic 
motion of atoms?  


ANSWER:  temperature
25.
Which Gilbert and Sullivan operetta features the Lord High Executioner singing “I Have a Little 
List,” a lovely heroine named Yum-Yum, and a setting in the exotic country of Japan?  


ANSWER:  The Mikado
26.
In the book of Revelation, what Greek phrase is used to describe God as the beginning and the 
end of all things?


ANSWER:  alpha and omega

27.
What is the name for President Theodore Roosevelt’s alteration to the Monroe Doctrine?


ANSWER:  Roosevelt Corollary
28.
MATH COMPUTATION

Twenty-five percent of the quantity 6 times a number plus 28 is 37.  What is this number?


ANSWER:  20
29.
Name the popular Missouri author who journeyed through Europe in the late 1860’s and later wrote of his travels in a book called The Innocents Abroad.

       ANSWER:  Mark Twain
30.
What am I?  I am a silvery-white metal that is lighter than water.  I cannot be found naturally in 
the metallic state, and my atomic number is 11.  


ANSWER:  sodium
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20 POINTS PER BONUS, 5 POINTS PER PART
1.  MATHEMATICS


What is the value of the sine function evaluated at the given angle?



1.  π radians



2.  π/2 radians



3.  2π radians



4.  3π/2 radians

ANSWERS:
1.  zero


2.  1


3.  zero


4.  -1

2.  ART


Name these artists whose names begin with the letter “d.”


1.  This classically-trained artist was famous for dramatic, grandiose poses in works such as The Death of Marat and Napoleon on the St. Bernard Pass.


2.  This renaissance artist’s name begins with “d,” and so does his famous bronze sculpture, 
called David.



3.  This noted impressionist was famous for his informal treatment of his subjects in such 
works as Combing the Hair.


4.  This northern European artist is famous for his woodcuts, including The Four Horsemen 
of the Apocalypse.
ANSWERS:  
1.  Jacques-Louis David



2.  Donatello








3.  Edgar Degas





4.  Albrecht Durer


3.  EARTH SCIENCE 



You will be given the name of a volcano that is still classified as “active.”  Tell the continent 
on which each of these volcanoes is located.



1.  Vesuvius



2.  Fuji



3.  Shasta



4.  Stromboli

ANSWERS:
1.  Europe


2.  Asia

3. North America


4.  Europe

4.  LITERATURE


You will be given the title of a book released in May 2007 and a short clue.  Tell the author 
of each book who is probably better known for something other than writing books.



1.  This world religious leader wrote Jesus of Nazareth.

.

2.  The former VP wrote The Assault on Reason.



3.  This prominent American businessman wrote Where Have All the Leaders Gone?


4.  This Academy Award-winning actor wrote The Measure of a Man.

ANSWERS:
1.  Pope Benedict XVI


2.  Al Gore






3.  Lee Iacocca




4.  Sidney Poitier
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60 SECOND QUESTIONS
1.  GEOGRAPHY


You will be given a short clue about a country that begins with the letter “A” or “B.”  
Identify each country.



1.  Located on the Caspian Sea with its capital in Baku.


Azerbaijan



2.  Formerly known as East Pakistan.  






Bangladesh



3.  Landlocked in South America.







Bolivia



4.  Physical features include the Sahara Desert, Barbary 

Coast, and Atlas Mountains.










Algeria



5.  Bordered by Pakistan, Uzbekistan, and Iran.




Afghanistan



6.  Major cities include Ghent and Antwerp.





Belgium



7.  Formerly known as British Honduras.






Belize



8.  Located in southwest Africa with its capital in Luanda.

Angola



9.  Owns the Falkland Islands.








Argentina


    10.  Supplies 85% of the world’s concentrated orange juice.

Brazil

EXTRA:


    11.  Bordered by Macedonia, Greece, and the Adriatic Sea.

Albania

2.  VOCABULARY


You will be given the first letter of a word and a short clue.  Identify these words from the 
book Words You Should Know in High School. 



1.  N; Mixed feelings of happiness, sadness, and longing when 

recalling persons, places, and events of the past.








nostalgia



2.  L; A phrase or expression typically used by a group of people.


locution



3.  H; A break in something where there should be continuity.



hiatus



4.  F; Showing a lack of appropriate seriousness.







flippant



5.  P; To make everlasting; to prolong the memory of a thing or person.
perpetuate



6.  I; Someone who challenges or overturns traditional customs, 

beliefs, and values.















iconoclast



7.  R; Asked with no expectation of response.







rhetorical



8.  S; Someone who takes the blame for others.







scapegoat



9.  T; Overused; lacking in interest or originality.






trite


    10.  L; Generous gifts, often in the form of money or favors.




largess

EXTRA:


    11.  D; An occupied house, apartment, or residence.






domicile

3.  HOME ECONOMICS



Name these foods or cooking terms that begin with the letter “m.”


1.  Said to have originated in hobo camps during the early 1900s,

this stew is a sort of catch-all dish of whatever is available.





mulligan stew



2.  An Italian soup made with fresh seasonal vegetables, often with

the addition of pasta or rice.













minestrone



3.  A type of dessert, originally from France, made from whipped egg

whites, sugar, and sometimes crème of tartar.








meringue



4.  Originally a conglomeration of bits of meat, dried fruit, and spices,

created as an alternative to smoking or drying for preservation.  Today it

typically consists of raisins, spices, and grated apple.






mincemeat



5.  A thick, complex sauce made from unsweetened chocolate, sesame

seeds, and chiles, usually served over chicken or turkey.






mole



6.  A cooked cereal made by cooking cornmeal with milk or water.


mush



7.  A jam made from fruit (usually a citrus fruit), sugar, and a

gelling agent.

















marmalade



8.  A confection that consists of sugar or corn syrup, beaten egg

whites, gelatin, and flavorings, whipped to a spongy consistency and is

usually white and cylindrical.













marshmallow



9.  A massive sandwich comprised of Italian sausage, deli meats,

olive salad, cheese, oil, and vinegar, on a round Italian bread.




muffaletta



10.  A bowl-like vessel used to grind substances.  Used in conjunction

with a pestle.

















mortar

EXTRA:



11.  To gently swirl one food into another.








marble
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31.
What unit of pressure is represented by the symbol “Pa?”


ANSWER:  Pascal
32.
Which African country has the most official languages, eleven in all?


ANSWER:  Republic of South Africa
33.
What is the segment that joins the center of a regular polygon to the midpoint of one of the 
polygon’s sides?


ANSWER:  apothem
34.
What three-letter acronym could be used when referring to either stocks or drugs?

ANSWER:  OTC (over the counter)

35.
What is the geometric mean of the positive numbers a and b? 

ANSWER:  √ab (Read as:  the square root of the product of a times b)
36.
What literary character was featured in the books, The Sign of Four and The Valley of Fear?

ANSWER:  Sherlock Holmes
37.
What stable element does radioactive uranium eventually decay to?


ANSWER:  lead
38.
MATH COMPUTATION

What is the complement of π/6?


ANSWER:  π/3
39.
I was the very first Major League Baseball player to have my number retired.  The big event 
occurred on July 4, 1939.  Who am I?


ANSWER:  Lou Gehrig
40.
Identify the participial phrase in the following sentence.  The children waiting in the car were becoming very restless.


ANSWER:  waiting in the car
41.
What adjective, beginning with the fourth letter of the alphabet, describes any body cell that has 
the full number of chromosomes?


ANSWER:  diploid

42.
What Russian composed "The Flight of the Bumblebee?"


ANSWER:  Nikolai Rimsky-Korsakov
43.
To escape East Berlin, people dug tunnels under the Berlin Wall, scaled the Wall, and even 
floated balloons over it.  In what year did the wall come down?


ANSWER:  1989
44.
According to the book of Acts, where was Paul headed when he was converted to Christianity 
through a vision of Jesus asking why he was persecuting the church?


ANSWER:  Damascus

45.
What is the name of Shakespeare’s romantic comedy that features the witty repartee of two 
unlikely lovers named Benedick and Beatrice, who are both determined to remain single? 

ANSWER:  Much Ado About Nothing
46.
MATH COMPUTATION

Simplify the square root of negative 27.


ANSWER:  3i√3
47.
What artist has a painting, entitled Arbor Day, that was the basis for the design of Iowa’s 

state quarter?


ANSWER:  Grant Wood
48.
Why would a scientist classify Bailly, Clavius, Schiller, and Tycho together?


ANSWER:  They are all craters on the moon.

50.
Eleven states seceded during the Civil War.  All were later re-admitted to the Union after the 
war.  Which state was the first to be re-admitted to the Union after the war?


ANSWER:  Tennessee
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1.
What famous choreographer wrote the screenplay for the autobiographical movie All 

That Jazz?


ANSWER:  Bob Fosse
2.
What electronic device is used to change alternating current to direct current? 


ANSWER:  diode
3.
After what former three-term mayor of New York City was a major New York airport named?


ANSWER:  Fiorello La Guardia
4. 
MATH COMPUTATION

The length of the hypotenuse of a right isosceles triangle is √8.  What is the area of 


the triangle?


ANSWER:  2

5.
What actor married millionaires Barbara Hutton in 1942, resulting in the newspapers calling 

the 
couple “Cash-and-Cary”?


ANSWER:  Cary Grant

6. 
Which specific branch of astronomy studies the origin of the universe?

ANSWER:  cosmology
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1.  ASTRONOMY


Name any four of the five largest moons of Uranus.

ANSWERS (in any order and need only 4):
Miranda


Ariel


Umbriel














Titania


Oberon

2.  VOCABULARY


Use the following clues to identify words that begin with the “a-n-t-e” prefix.



1.  To come before something in time.



2.  A small area before the main room.



3.  Before noon.



4.  A place in front of a church singing group reserved for the clergy and singers.

ANSWERS:
1.  antecede (accept antecedent)

2.  anteroom (accept antechamber)





3.  antemeridian





4.  antechoir
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1.  LIFE SCIENCE


Identify these life science terms that begin with the letter “p.”



1.  The organ that manufactures insulin.







pancreas



2.  The master gland in the human body.







pituitary



3.  The liquid component of the blood.







plasma




4.  The beginning of adolescence.









puberty



5.  The structure through which a fetus obtains nutrients

from the mother.














placenta



6.  Muscular contractions that move food through the

digestive tract.















peristalsis



7.  A type of immunity that is obtained from a source

outside the body.














passive (immunity)



8.  The blood component that causes blood to clot.




platelet 



9.  The nutrient that’s made of amino acids and that

repairs cells.















protein

         10.  An enzyme in saliva that changes starches to sugars.



ptyalin

EXTRA:

        11.  The small opening in the center of the eye.






pupil
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