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2007-2008 HIGH SCHOOL PRACTICE SET 9
           ROUND 1 (20 TOSS-UP QUESTIONS)
1.
Given the current calendar system, exactly how many different possible calendar configurations 
are there?


ANSWER:  14

2.  
Who am I?  I am an American architect and a leader in the Postmodernism movement.  I 
designed the Portland Building in 1982, but I may be more famous for my designs of domestic 
household items sold at Target.


ANSWER:  Michael Graves
3.  
How many square miles are there in a standard U. S. Survey township?


ANSWER:  36
4.  
What French term for a head waiter; literally means master?

ANSWER:  maitre-d’
5.  
What famous American singer recorded “That’ll Be the Day” in 1957 with his band, the 
Crickets?

ANSWER:  Buddy Holly
6.  
What Austrian physician wrote Totem and Taboo in 1913 and Civilization and Its Discontents in 
1930?


ANSWER:  Sigmund Freud
7.  
The Brooklyn Bridge was the first steel-wire suspension bridge.  What river does it span?


ANSWER:  East River
8.  
What object can be illuminated, to a certain degree, by earthshine?


ANSWER:  the moon

9.  
What is the segment that joins the midpoints of the nonparallel sides of a trapezoid?


ANSWER:  median
10.
What part of speech can be classified as either transitive or intransitive?


ANSWER:  verb
11.
What Greek philosopher and mathematician deduced the heights of the pyramids from the 
lengths of their shadows, and measured the distance to a ship from shore by the method of 
similar triangles?


ANSWER:  Thales

12.
Which English king repaid a debt to the Penn family by granting them over 28 million acres of 
land that later became Pennsylvania?


ANSWER:  King Charles II
13.
Complete this analogy:  Glycogen is to animals as _________ is to plants.


ANSWER:  cellulose


14.
MATH COMPUTATION


What are the rectangular coordinates given the polar coordinates of (-2, 3(/4)?


ANSWER:  (√2 , -√2)

15.
What famous Indian king founded the Mughal dynasty in the 16th century?


ANSWER:  Babur   

16.
What novel by Toni Morrison was voted as the best work of American fiction in the past 25 
years by the New York Times?

ANSWER:  Beloved
17.
What American composer of blues songs wrote “St. Louis Blues” in 1914 and “Beale Street 
Blues” in 1916?


ANSWER:  William Christopher Handy
18.
What molecular element is always reduced during a combustion reaction?


ANSWER:  oxygen

19.
MATH COMPUTATION

What is the value of sin 810 degrees?


ANSWER:  1

20.
How many Federal Reserve banks are in the U.S. banking system?


ANSWER:  12
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21.
Which Act of Congress repealed the Missouri Compromise in favor of popular sovereignty on 
the slavery question?


ANSWER:  Kansas-Nebraska Act
22.
What term refers to an electrically neutral state of matter found at low pressures or high 
temperatures, such as that found in the upper atmosphere or the sun?


ANSWER:  plasma 

23.
MATH COMPUTATION

Give the reference angle for a angle which measures 837 degrees.


ANSWER:  63 (degrees)

24.
What Pop artist was known as the poet of the American Highways?


ANSWER:  Allan D’Arcangelo
25.
To what nation do the islands of Bimini, Abaco, and Eleuthera belong?


ANSWER:  The Bahamas
26.
What well-known, two-word Latin phrase can be translated as “you have the body”?


ANSWER:  habeas corpus
27.
What type of zoologist studies snakes and other reptiles?


ANSWER:  herpetologist
28.
MATH COMPUTATION

A line has a slope of -3 and a y-intercept of 3.  What is the equation of a perpendicular line 
given in slope-intercept form that passes through point (2, -3)?


ANSWER:  y = 1/3 x – 3 2/3
29.
A centaur is a mythological creature that is composed of two different animals. One half of the 
centaur is a man.  What is the other half?


ANSWER:  horse

30.
What early American author who grew up in Red Cloud, Nebraska, won the Pulitzer Prize for 
fiction in 1923 for her book, One of Ours?


ANSWER:  Willa Cather
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1.  HISTORY


Name the men who made up the group called “The Big Four” during peace negotiations to 
end World War I?

ANSWERS: (any order)
Woodrow Wilson


Lloyd George


Vittorio Orlando


Georges Clemenceau
2.  SPORTS


Name four of the five teams in the Southeast division of the NBA?

ANSWERS:  (any order and need only four)
Miami Heat



Washington Wizards













Orlando Magic


Atlanta Hawks














Charlotte Bobcats 
3.  LITERATURE


Hamlet, the Prince of Denmark, has seen a peck of trouble by the time Shakespeare’s play 
begins, not the least of which is a dysfunctional relationship with his girlfriend, Ophelia.

1.  What is the name of Ophelia’s father?

2.  What does the ghost of Hamlet’s father explain as his own cause of death?

3.  Where did Hamlet attend University?

4.  What is the name of the Norwegian prince who invades Denmark?

ANSWERS:
1.  Polonius




2.  Poison (in the ear)





3.  Wittenberg



4.  Fortinbras

4.  MATHEMATICS


A cylinder measures 2 inches in radius and 4 inches in height.



1.  What is the surface area of the cylinder?



2.  What is the volume of the cylinder?



3.  If the cylinder is cut in half perpendicular to its circular ends, what is the volume of each 
piece of the cylinder?



4.  If the cylinder is cut in half perpendicular to its circular ends, what is the surface area of 
each piece of the cylinder?

ANSWERS:  
1.  24π square inches


2.  16π cubic inches





3.  8π cubic inches


4.  12π + 16 square inches 
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    60 SECOND QUESTIONS
1.  SPORTS



Name the city in which each of these NHL teams plays its home games.



1.  Sabres





Buffalo




2.  Red Wings




Detroit



3.  Blue Jackets



Columbus


4.  Penguins




Pittsburgh



5.  Coyotes




Phoenix


6.  Lightning




Tampa Bay



7.  Maple Leafs



Toronto



8.  Stars





Dallas



9.  Flames





Calgary
   
    10.  Predators




Nashville


EXTRA:    
          11.  Thrashers




Atlanta

2.  ANIMALS



Answer these interesting questions about our friends in the animal kingdom.


1.  Which Australian animal’s name means “I don’t understand” 

in Aborigine?


















kangaroo



2.  In what part of a cow can the only sweat glands be found?




nose



3.  What animal has teeth so sharp that Native Americans once used them 

as knife blades?

















beaver



4.  What animal makes the loudest sound produced by any animal on earth?
(blue) whale



5.  What animal can eat a quarter of a ton of grass in a day?





elephant



6.  What insect is typically found in your bed, six billion times over?


(dust) mite



7.  What is inside a Mexican jumping bean that makes it jump?




(moth) larva



8.  What is the term for a baby oyster?










spat



9.  What is the only mammal with hair on the soles of its feet?




polar bear


    10.  Which breed of dog can reach a running speed of 45 miles per hour 

in just three strides?
















greyhound


EXTRA:
    11.  How many hours a day does an ant sleep?








zero
3.  VOCABULARY

Put your thinking caps on and get in a rhyming mood.  You’ll be given a clue, and you have to come up with a rhyming compound or hyphenated word that fits that description.  For example, if you don’t do well, you might say “boo hoo.”  Listen to the clues and provide the rhyming words.


1.  A very important person.







bigwig


2.  A fussy, old person.








fuddy-duddy


3.  A noise from a dog.








bow-wow


4.  Something very tiny.








teeny-weeny (or itsy-bitsy)


5.  The crux of the matter.








nitty-gritty


6.  Very boring or monotonous.






humdrum


7.  I don’t owe you and you don’t owe me.



even-steven


8.  Feels very soft.










fuzzy-wuzzy


9.  To associate familiarly.







hobnob


    10.  Words that don’t make sense; gibberish.



mumbo-jumbo


EXTRA:


    11.  A hyphenated, two-word phrase used in magic.

hocus-pocus 
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31.
What is the term for an alloy of mercury with another metal or alloy and has been typically used 
in dental fillings?


ANSWER:  amalgam
32.
Which demonstrative pronoun would appear last in an alphabetical listing?

       ANSWER:  those

33.
What King of England was on the throne when William Wallace lead Scotland in its fight 
against England?


ANSWER:  Edward I
34.
Which famous symphony by Beethoven was one of the first to include trombones and piccolos?


ANSWER:  Symphony No. 5 (or Beethoven’s Fifth Symphony)
35.
MATH COMPUTATION

Determine the limit as x approaches 1 of the following expression:  


(x2 + 5x + 6) divided by (x + 3).


ANSWER:  3

36.
What three-syllable word that starts with an “s” is a synonym for such words as “substitute,” 
“replacement,” “stand-in,” and “deputy.”


ANSWER:  surrogate
37.
What term is given to a group of naturally-occurring amines produced by plants that can be very 
poisonous, such as atropine or coniine, or very addictive, such as morphine and nicotine?


ANSWER:  alkaloids
38.
In what kind of sequence is the difference between each successive term constant?


ANSWER:  arithmetic
39.
What political party, also known as the People’s Party, was formed in the late 19th century and 
based largely on its opposition to the gold standard?


ANSWER:  Populist Party
40.
What family of distinguished anthropologists with the first names of Louis, Mary, Richard, and 
Meave, made many important contributions in the field of human evolution?


ANSWER:  The Leakey family

41.
What South American river flows through Venezuela and forms the border between Venezuela 
and Colombia?


ANSWER:  Orinoco River

42.
MATH COMPUTATION

What is the hypotenuse of a triangle with legs of 35 and 84?


ANSWER:  91
43.
What former Frasier co-star won a 2007 Tony Award for Leading Actor in a Musical for his 
role in Curtains?


ANSWER:  David Hyde Pierce
44.
What theory of elasticity states that the amount an elastic body bends or stretches (or strain) is 
directly proportional to the force (or stress) acting on it?


ANSWER:  Hooke’s Law
45.
What great scorer in the National Hockey League scored 801 goals in his 26 seasons, which was 
a league record until Wayne Gretzky broke it in 1994?

ANSWER:  Gordie Howe 

46.
What poet of the English Romantic movement wrote the lines “A thing of beauty is a

 joy forever”?


ANSWER:  John Keats
47.
What verb means to divide a segment or an angle into three congruent parts?


ANSWER:  trisect
48.
What president made the decision to start the Berlin airlift?


ANSWER:  President Truman
49.
In 1534, who named himself head of the English (or Anglican) church?


ANSWER:  Henry VIII
50.
Which of James Joyce’s novels is an autobiography that follows the life of Stephen Dedalus 
from childhood to early adulthood?


ANSWER:  Portrait of the Artist as a Young Man
2007-2008 HIGH SCHOOL PRACTICE SET 9

        EXTRA TOSS-UP QUESTIONS
1.  
Fourteenth century English author Geoffrey Chaucer compiled several stories about a group of people traveling on a religious pilgrimage.  What was the name of this work?  


ANSWER:  The Canterbury Tales
2.  
Over what New York City river does the George Washington Bridge span?


ANSWER:  the Hudson River
3.  
What inactive volcano is Oregon’s highest mountain peak?


ANSWER:  Mt. Hood
4.  
MATH COMPUTATION 

Calculate the surface area of a sphere having a radius of 4 inches.


ANSWER:  200.96 square inches

5.  
In what conference do Arizona State University and Stanford University play?


ANSWER:  Pac 10 (Pacific 10)
6.  
What Texas town would you find at the point where the borders of Texas, New Mexico, and the 
country of Mexico all meet?


ANSWER:  El Paso
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EXTRA BONUS QUESTIONS
1.  VOCABULARY
Identify these French phrases commonly used in English.



1.  A foolish mistake or social blunder; literally means “a false step.”



2.  Something with two meanings; literally means “double hearing.”



3.  To have a free hand, no limitations; literally means “white card.”



4.  A feeling of having seen or experienced something before; literally means 

“already seen.”

ANSWERS: 
1.  faux pas (FO pah)


2.  double entendre


3.  carte blanche




4.  déjà vu (DAY zha voo)

2.  GEOGRAPHY


Katy is interested in the Suez Canal.  Besides visiting Egypt, she wants to visit four African 
countries whose first letters can be combined to spell out the letters S-U-E-Z.  Identify the 
countries she plans to visit.



1.  This country, placed just south of Egypt, is currently ruled by an Islamic government that 
is actively suppressing the country’s Christian population.



2.  This country is famous for lowering its AIDS rate through the “ABC” method, and its 
capital is Kampala on the shores of Lake Victoria.



3.  This ancient country lies in the hills of eastern Africa, and its capital is Addis Ababa.



4.  This country that lies just north of South Africa, is currently ruled by Robert Mugabe.

ANSWERS:
1.  Sudan

2.  Uganda


3.  Ethiopia

4.  Zimbabwe
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 EXTRA LIGHTNING ROUND
1.  ART

Name the artist who painted each of the following works of art.

1.  The Birth of Venus




Sandro Botticelli

2.  The Last Supper




Leonardo da Vinci

3.  Madonna and Child



Raphael 

4.  The Creation of Adam 



Michelangelo 

5.  View of Toledo





El Greco 

6.  The Third of May




Francisco Goya  

7.  The Arnolfini Wedding



Jan Van Eyck

8.  The Annunciation




Fra Angelico 

9.  Hercules at the Crossroads 

Carracci 

          10.  Field of Yellow Corn



Vincent Van Gogh 


EXTRA:  

          11.  Three Musicians 




Pablo Picasso 
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