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2007-2008 HIGH SCHOOL PRACTICE SET 2
           ROUND 1 (20 TOSS-UP QUESTIONS)
1.
What Swedish car takes its name from the Latin for “I roll”?


ANSWER:  Volvo

2.
MATH COMPUTATION


Factor 16 – 9x2.


ANSWER:  (4 + 3x)(4 – 3x)

3.
Here in Western civilization, if we add something to our tea, we usually drink it with milk or 
sugar.  What is usually added to tea by people in Tibet, Mongolia, to add flavor?


ANSWER:  salt

4.
What is the technical name for cave exploration?  


ANSWER:  speleology (or spelunking)
5.
What are colors called that are made by mixing secondary colors?


ANSWER:  tertiary

6. 
On which island would you find the Grampian Mountains?


ANSWER:  Great Britain (accept Britain)
7. 
In around 600 B.C. in China, Lao Tzu was born. What religion did he found?


ANSWER:  Taoism

8. 
What are lines called that intersect at exactly one point?


ANSWER:  concurrent lines

9. 
How big is a survey township in terms of square miles?


ANSWER:  36 square miles

10.
What was the epoch of the French Revolution called which ended with the execution of 
Robespierre, who had headed the Committee of Public Safety?


ANSWER:   The Reign of Terror
11.
What is the title of the first cantica of Dante Alighieri’s work, The Divine Comedy?


ANSWER:  “Inferno”

12.
MATH COMPUTATION

Find the area, in terms of square feet, of a rectangle having a length of 30 inches and a width of 
9 inches.


ANSWER:  1 7/8 square feet
13.
What material is stored in our body by adipose tissue?


ANSWER:  fat

14.
What song did Franklin Delano Roosevelt use for his campaign theme in 1932?


ANSWER:  “Happy Days Are Here Again”
15.
What crop name is used in Britain to refer to any cereal crop, such as wheat, barley, or oats?


ANSWER:  corn

16.
How many periods should be used to denote a small omission in the middle of a section of 
quoted text?


ANSWER:  3
17.
What noun refers to the process of dividing lines of verse, primarily Shakespearean verse, into 
metric feet, and analyzing their accents and syllables?


ANSWER:  scansion

18.
What is the green gem variety of beryl called?


ANSWER:  emerald

19.
What three-letter abbreviation is used for the cosecant trigonometric function?


ANSWER:  csc
20.
According to Greek mythology, who was Aphrodite’s jealous husband?


ANSWER:  Hephaestus
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21.
MATH COMPUTATION

If point (2, 3) lies on the graph of the line 2x + ky = -2, calculate the value of k.


ANSWER:  k = -2

22.
What graduated, weighted tube, sinks in a liquid to determine the specific gravity of the liquid?


ANSWER:  hygrometer

23.
What U.S. author completed Malcolm X’s autobiography, and also wrote Roots?


ANSWER:  Alex Haley
24.
How many half steps are in an octave? 


ANSWER:  12 

25.
Who was the first First Lady to occupy an office in the West Wing of the White House?


ANSWER:  Hillary Clinton
26.
Give the equation for the area of an annulus.


ANSWER:  π(R2 – r2)

27.
What compound word, that means “without deceit,” derived its meaning from gamblers who put 
their hands beneath the table to change their cards and cheat?


ANSWER:  aboveboard
28.
What type of twins form from two separate eggs?


ANSWER:  fraternal twins  

29.
What leader, who helped unify German states in the late 1800s, was known as the 

“Iron Chancellor”?

ANSWER:  Otto von Bismarck
30.
Who was the Titan that stole fire from the gods and gave it to the humans?


ANSWER:  Prometheus
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    20 POINTS PER BONUS, 5 POINTS PER PART
1. 
ART TERMS


Unscramble these words. The second letter in every puzzle is the first letter of the word.



1. e-n-v-a; The central part of a church, extending from the narthex to the chancel and 
flanked by aisles.


2. t-s-b-u-c-j-e; A two-syllable word referring to the focus of a work or art, or something 

that is treated or indicated in a work of art.


3. r-h-o-c-e; A two-syllable word referring to natural earths used to make pigments, 
especially yellowish tan.



4. n-t-u-m-h-b-i-l-a; A very small and loose drawing, often used to plan for a larger piece.

ANSWERS:
1.  nave


2.  subject


3.  ochre


4.  thumbnail

2.  GEOGRAPHY


Let’s capitalize on your knowledge of Africa.  You will be given the name of a country in 
northern Africa.  Tell the capital city of each of these countries.



1.  Algeria



2.  Egypt



3.  Morocco



4.  Sudan

ANSWERS:
1.  Algiers


2.  Cairo


3.  Rabat


4.  Khartoum


3.  VOCABULARY


Name these words beginning with “ch-.”


1.  A color averaging a brilliant yellow green.



2.  A smooth arrangement of hair worn at the back of the head, 

especially at the nape of the neck.



3.  A warm, moist southwest wind of the Pacific coastal region.



4.  Marked by long duration and frequent recurrence over a long time.

ANSWERS:
1.  chartreuse


2.  chignon

3.  chinook

4.  chronic


4.  WORLD HISTORY

Identify the appropriate English monarch with their corresponding action. 

1.  This monarch left the Roman Catholic Church over a woman.

2.  This monarch lost thirteen colonies in a war even with his superior military.

3.  This monarch remained unmarried, claiming to be married to England as England’s 
“Virgin Queen.”  
4.  This monarch unwisely married Philip II of Spain, and was granddaughter King 
Ferdinand and Queen Isabella of Spain.
ANSWERS:
1.  Henry VIII

2.  George III






3.  Elizabeth I


4.  Mary I
(accept Mary Tudor or Bloody Mary)  
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    60 SECOND QUESTIONS
1.  SCIENCE



Mrs. Johnson lets her class play Password once a month during science class.  One person is 
given a piece of paper on which a science term has been written.  Using single or compound 
words, each student gives clues to his or her partner, in an attempt to get them to say the word 
that’s on the paper.  You will given some of these clues.  Identify the word that’s on the paper.



1.  sound, intensity, measurement, loudness




decibel



2.  stars, groups, Orion, Ursa Major






constellations



3.  nucleus, atom, positive, atomic number




proton



4.  biome, cold, permafrost, Alaska






tundra       



5.  device, radioactivity, charges, rods, leaves



electroscope



6.  brain, large, thinking, reasoning






cerebrum



7.  winds, oceans, spinning, eye







hurricanes



8.  biome, cold, coniferous forests, Rocky Mountains

taiga



9.  plains, lowlands, moon








maria


    10.  sun, atmosphere, layer, innermost






photosphere

EXTRA:  


    11.  retina, colors, ice cream
  







cone

2.  MYTHOLOGY



See if you can identify the following mythological figures that are made up of more than

one entity.


1.  A woman with a tail of a fish.






mermaid


2.  Half woman, half bird.








siren  


3.  Half horse, half human.







centaur


4.  Half man, half goat.








faun


5.  Winged, snake-haired females.





gorgons


6.  A bull-headed man.








minotaur


7.  Legendary goat men.








satyrs


8.  Part dragon, part goat, part lion.





chimaera


9.  Many-headed dog with a tail of snakes.



cerberus


    10.  A jackal-headed man.








Anubis

EXTRA:


    11.  Winged dragon with a serpent’s tail.




wivern  

3.  HOME ECONOMICS



Name these foods or cooking terms that start with the letter “w.”


1.  A type of cracker that is baked using only flour

and water, without
 shortening or other fats usually used.

They are thin, hard and brittle, and usually served with 

cheese or wine.












water biscuit (or water cracker)



2.  This widely used fermented liquid condiment is

made with vinegar, molasses, corn syrup, water, chili 


Worcestershire sauce

peppers, soy sauce and is used particularly with beef.


(or Worchester)





3.  Another name for a sharpening stone used to grind

and hone the edges of steel tools and knives.





whetstone



4.  The liquid remaining after milk has been curdled

and strained.













whey



5.  A cooking utensil typically consisting of a long,

narrow handle with a series of wire loops joined at the end.

whisk

6.  This tuber vegetable can be eaten raw, grilled,
pickled, or sweetened and is round, white, and crispy.  
It is a popular ingredient in Chinese stir fry dishes.



water chestnut



7.  A batter cake cooked between two round hot

plates with a pattern of squares on them.






waffle



8.  A versatile, round-bottomed cooking utensil used

especially in East Asia and Southeast Asia.





wok



9.  The term for a spiced punch served at Twelfth

Night and Christmas celebrations.







wassail


    10.  This is known as Japanese horseradish, and its

root is used as a spice and has an extremely strong flavor.

wasabi

EXTRA:


    11.  To incorporate air into ingredients such as cream

or egg whites by beating until light and fluffy; also refers to

the utensil used for this action.








whip
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31.
What Japanese term translates to “general” or sometimes “military dictator” and was used from 
the late 700s to the mid 1800s?


ANSWER:  shogun
32.
MATH COMPUTATION


If a and b are reciprocals, what is the value of 7ab + 19?


ANSWER:  26

33.
What influential German composer wrote “Paris and Helen” in 1770 and “Iphigenia in Tauris” 
in 1779?


ANSWER:  Christoph Willibald Gluck
34.
What is the rhyming pattern in the children’s song, “Twinkle, Twinkle, Little Star”?

ANSWER:  aabbaa
35.
What form of philosophical inquiry, first described in a work by Plato, typically involves two 
speakers at any one time, with one leading the discussion and the other agreeing to certain 
assumptions put forward for his acceptance or rejection?

ANSWER:  Socratic Method (accept Socratic Debate or Socratic Dialogue)
36.
What nation located in the southwestern Pacific Ocean includes the eastern half of a large 
island, the western half of which is called Irian Jaya?


ANSWER:  Papua New Guinea
37.
Dorothy Parker, George S. Kaufman, and Robert Benchley were well-known in their time for 
acerbic, but witty writings.  Of what literary clique were they all members?


ANSWER:  Algonquin Round Table

38.
What type of tissue forms the skin, the lining of the digestive system, and the lining of the 
respiratory system?


ANSWER:  epithelial

39.
Name the two digits that are used in computer binary code.


ANSWER:  0 and 1 (Both answers are needed.)

40.
What famous person does Sissy Spacek play in the movie Coal Miner’s Daughter?

ANSWER:  Loretta Lynn
41.
In Fahrenheit 451, what is the full name of the main fireman who starts to read books despite 
his 
shallow wife’s disapproval?  


ANSWER:  Guy Montag
42.
What is a semiconductor that amplifies an electric signal?


ANSWER:  transistor

43.
What adjective describes any polygon that is inscribed inside a circle so that each vertex of the 
polygon lies on the circle’s circumference?


ANSWER:  cyclic

44.
The civilization of Islam, founded in A.D. 632 and still flourishing, is also a religion founded by 
the prophet Muhammad. What does the word islam mean?


ANSWER:  submission

45.
MATH COMPUTATION  

Take the derivative of the following:  x2ex + cos(x2)  [Read as: x squared e to the x plus the 
cosine of x squared.]

ANSWER:  2xex + x2ex – 2xsin(x2)    (2 x e to the x plus x squared e to the x 












minus 2 x sine of x squared)
46.
What “s” word refers to the amount of salt that’s dissolved in a body of water?


ANSWER:  salinity

47.
What character married Hamlet’s mother in Shakespeare’s Hamlet?


ANSWER:  Claudius

48.
What is the common name for potassium nitrate?


ANSWER:  saltpeter

49.
How many of the famous Lincoln-Douglas debates were there?


ANSWER:  7

50.
What ten-letter word, that means eating and drinking in moderation, is noteworthy because it 
contains all of the five vowels in their correct alphabetical order?


ANSWER:  abstemious (ab-STE-ME-ous)
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1.
1.  In chemical kinetics, what is the name for the amount of energy that’s necessary for a chemical reaction to occur?

ANSWER:  activation energy

2.  
What executive department of our government supervises trade? 

ANSWER:  Department of Commerce
3.  
MATH COMPUTATION 

Simplify 12x4y divided by 28 x3y3.

ANSWER:  3x /7y2
4.  What playwright wrote Sweet Bird of Youth, Summer and Smoke, and Period of Adjustment?

ANSWER:  Tennessee Williams
5.  
What order of insects has the most members? 

ANSWER:  Coleoptera

6.  
Who became the first U.S. congresswoman in 1916?

ANSWER:   Jeannette Rankin
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EXTRA BONUS QUESTIONS
1.  HARRY POTTER


Sometimes it’s hard to remember everything we read in a novel.  Can you remember the 
answers to these Harry Potter questions?

1.  What’s the name of Voldemort’s serpent?

2.  What does the acronym S.P.E.W. stand for?

3.  What is the proper name for the tap-dancing spell?

4.  What is Voldemort’s correct full name?

ANSWERS:
1.  Nagini




2.  Society for the Promotion of Elfish Welfare





3.  Tarantallegra


4.  Tom Marvolo Riddle
2.  BIRDS OF PREY


Answer the following items relating to raptors, or birds of prey.



1.  What group of raptors is known for nocturnal hunting, quiet flight, and 

forward-facing eyes?


2.  What is the common name for the smallest and most numerous North American falcon?  


3.  What group of raptors feeds primarily on dead animals?




4.  What physical difference between the males and females of each raptor species is known 
as “reverse sexual dimorphism”?
ANSWERS:
1.  owls




2.  American Kestrel (or Sparrowhawk)





3.  vultures



4.  Females are bigger than males.
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EXTRA LIGHTNING ROUND
1.  HISTORY



Identify these famous people all named John. 



1.
He was a Puritan governor of the Massachusetts Bay Colony, 

and a statue of him represents Massachusetts in the U.S. Capitol.

John Winthrop


2.  He made his fortune in fur trading companies during the 1800s 

and invested his profits in what became the heart of New York City.   
John Jacob Astor
3.  He was the first son of a president of the United States who 

also became president. 












John Quincy Adams 

4.  He was a radical abolitionist who led an attack on the U.S. 

arsenal at Harpers Ferry, Virginia in 1859. 







John Brown
5.  He served as vice president of the United States from 1857 

to 1861 under President James Buchanan.







John Cabell 


















Breckinridge
6.  He was a British general of the Revolutionary War who 

surrendered to American troops at Saratoga, New York in 1777.

John Burgoyne 

7.  He was a botanist who planted the first botanical garden in

America in 1728, and he helped found the American 

Philosophical Society.













John Bartram
8.  He served as vice president of the United States from 1825 

until 1832.
















John Caldwell Calhoun 

9.  He is best remembered for his Open-Door Policy in China.  

John Milton Hay 



10.  He is often called the “Father of the American Navy” and 

his quote, “I have not yet begun to fight,” has become a famous 

Navy slogan. 















John Paul Jones
EXTRA: 



11.  He served as a U.S. representative from Tennessee from 

1827 to 1841, Speaker of the House in 1834 to 1835, and as a U.S.

senator from 1847 to 1859. 











John Bell
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