Round 1 – Toss-Ups #1-20

1. In which novel does Gustav von Aschenbach die of cholera in the title city after meeting Tadzio in an elevator, a work of Thomas Mann? 

ANSWER: Death in Venice
2. Which type of mathematical statement, from which theorems are derived, is considered self-evident and cannot be proven from external assumptions? 

ANSWER: axiom or postulate
3. Nicknamed Gentleman Johnny, which British general was defeated by Horatio Gates at the Battle of Saratoga in 1777? 
ANSWER: John Burgoyne
4. Which adjective describes a third-person narrator who is aware of characters’ inner thoughts and feelings? 
ANSWER: omniscient
5. With which nation are the muralists David Siqueiros and Jose Clemente Orozco most commonly associated? 
ANSWER: Mexico
6. (15 sec.) What is the least common multiple of 9 and 15? 

ANSWER: 45
7. On which human chromosome does trisomy cause Down syndrome? 
ANSWER: chromosome 21
8. Officially called tokotai, or “special attack force”, what name meaning “divine wind” was commonly applied to Japanese pilots flying suicide missions in WWII? 

ANSWER: kamikaze
9. Which Egyptian god, often depicted with the head of an ibis, is credited with inventing writing? 
ANSWER: Thoth
10. Ones of carbon include buckminsterfullerene, graphite, and diamond. Identify this term given to different crystalline forms of the same element.  
ANSWER: allotropes
11. What name is given to the square root of the product of two numbers? 
ANSWER: geometric mean
12. Which river, which forms much of the border between Germany and Switzerland, flows northward through Bonn and Düsseldorf ? (DOO-sull-dorf)
ANSWER: Rhine River
13. Which author of The Reef and The Custom of the Country wrote about Newland Archer’s attraction to Ellen Olenska in The Age of Innocence? 

ANSWER: Edith Wharton
14. (15 sec.) Express the point with rectangular coordinates (1,1) in polar coordinates. 

ANSWER: (√2,π/4) (square root of 2 (or radical 2) (comma) pi over four) 

15. Which physical quantity is equal to the change in momentum of an object caused by an applied force? 
ANSWER: impulse
16. Which governmental agency, once headed by George Tenet and George H.W. Bush, provided the footage of Soviet missile sites in Cuba in 1962? 
ANSWER: Central Intelligence Agency
17. Which painter is known for the tenebrism found in such works as The Burial of Saint Lucy and The Calling of Saint Matthew? 

ANSWER: Caravaggio or Michelangelo de Merisi
18. Which poet of “Intimations on Immortality” coauthored Lyrical Ballads with Samuel Taylor Coleridge?

ANSWER: William Wordsworth
19. Which rapper, the former frontman of Body Count and composer of the song “Cop Killer”, ironically now plays a detective on Law and Order: Special Victims Unit? 

ANSWER: Ice-T or Tracy L. Morrow
20. Which major world religion includes the mystical tradition of Sufism, adherents of which include the “whirling dervishes”?
ANSWER: Islam
Round 2 – Toss-Ups #21-30

21. In which era of geologic time, which includes the Paleocene and Pliocene epochs, are we living in today? 
ANSWER: Cenozoic Era
22. Which politician served as mayor of New Orleans in the aftermath of Hurricanes Katrina and Rita? 

ANSWER: Ray Nagin 

23. Which German mathematician is known for his incompleteness theorems, which assert that every mathematical system contains unprovable statements? 

ANSWER: Kurt Gödel (GUR-del) (also accept phonetic pronunciations) 
24. Identify the demonstrative adjective in the following sentence: We don’t agree with the message of this advertisement. 
ANSWER: this
25. Which U.S. state borders the Mexican states of Nuevo Leon and Tamaulipas, the latter of which lies across from the cities of Laredo and Brownsville? 

ANSWER: Texas 
26. Which legendary king is the subject of Tennyson’s Idylls of the King and T.H. White’s The Once and Future King? 

ANSWER: King Arthur
27. Which type of root system, found in beets, turnips, and carrots, consists of a single root that extends straight down into the soil? 

ANSWER: taproot system
28. Which American composer is known for his Concord Symphony and Three Places in New England? 

ANSWER: Charles Ives 

29. Which economic law is illustrated by the fact that hiring more employees does not always increase the production of a product or service? 
ANSWER: law of diminishing returns
30. (15 sec.) What are the coordinates of the center of the circle with equation (x -1)2 + (y + 4)2 = 12? (the quantity x minus one quantity closed squared plus the quantity y plus four quantity closed squared equals twelve)
ANSWER: (1,-4) 
Round 2 – Bonus Questions
History

Identify each of the following Mesoamerican civilizations from a brief description. 

1. Rulers of this civilization, including Montezuma II, ruled from Tenochtitlan in the Valley of Mexico. 

ANSWER: Aztec 

2. These people who lived in southern Mexico and Guatemala left behind ruins at Tikal (tee-KAHL) and Chichen Itzá. (chee-chen eets-ZAH) 

ANSWER: Maya
3. This civilization flourished at Tula from the 10th to 12th centuries before being conquered by the Chichimec. 

ANSWER: Toltec

4. This far older civilization flourished north of the Yucatan Peninsula from the 15th to 6th centuries BC; its capitals included San Lorenzo and La Venta. 

ANSWER: Olmec
Art

Identify the nation in which the following art movements began. 

1. Futurism

ANSWER: Italy
2. Vorticism

ANSWER: United Kingdom or Great Britain
3. Hudson River School 

ANSWER: United States of America

4. the Pre-Raphaelite brotherhood

ANSWER: United Kingdom or Great Britain

Science

Identify the following temperature scales from the temperatures on each at which water freezes and boils respectively. 

1. 0 degrees, 100 degrees
ANSWER: Celsius or Centigrade
2. 32 degrees, 212 degrees

ANSWER: Fahrenheit
3. 273 units, 373 units 

ANSWER: Kelvin
4. 492 units, 672 units

ANSWER: Rankine
Literature

Identify the following about the novel A Separate Peace. 

1. its author 

ANSWER: John Knowles
2. its protagonist who pushes a friend out of a tree due to jealousy 

ANSWER: Gene Forrester (accept either name) 

3. said friend whom the protagonist pushes out of the tree

ANSWER: Finny
4. school which both boys attend

ANSWER: Devon School 

Round 3 – Lightning Rounds

The Bible

Given a book of the Bible, name the book which directly precedes it. 

1. Proverbs

ANSWER: Psalms
2. James

ANSWER: Letter to the Hebrews
3. Amos

ANSWER: Joel
4. Acts of the Apostles
ANSWER: Gospel of John
5. Judges

ANSWER: Joshua
6. Gospel of Matthew

ANSWER: Malachi
7. Letter to the Philippians

ANSWER: Letter to the Ephesians
8. Job

ANSWER: Esther
9. Revelation

ANSWER: Jude
10. Zephaniah

ANSWER: Habakkuk
Extra: 

11. Jeremiah

ANSWER: Isaiah
The Civil War

Name the state in which each of the following Civil War battles took place. 

1. Gettysburg

ANSWER: Pennsylvania
2. Cold Harbor

ANSWER: Virginia
3. Shiloh

ANSWER: Tennessee
4. Vicksburg

ANSWER: Mississippi
5. Fort Sumter
ANSWER: South Carolina
6. Antietam 

ANSWER: Maryland
7. Chickamauga

ANSWER: Georgia
8. First Battle of Bull Run 

ANSWER: Virginia

9. Mobile Bay

ANSWER: Alabama
10. Pea Ridge

ANSWER: Arkansas
Extra: 

11. Lookout Mountain 

ANSWER: Tennessee
Planetary Moons

Name the planet that each of the following moons orbit. 

1. Phobos

ANSWER: Mars
2. Titania

ANSWER: Uranus
3. Triton

ANSWER: Neptune
4. Titan

ANSWER: Saturn
5. Io

ANSWER: Jupiter
6. Miranda

ANSWER: Uranus
7. Pandora

ANSWER: Saturn
8. Ganymede (GAN-uh-meed)
ANSWER: Jupiter
9. Luna

ANSWER: Earth
10. Deimos

ANSWER: Mars
Extra: 

11. Nereid (NEAR-ee-id)
ANSWER: Neptune
Round 4 – Toss-Ups #31-50

31. How many syllables are contained in a Japanese haiku? 
ANSWER: seventeen
32. What name is given to a program that translates high-level language into machine code to be used by a computer’s CPU?
ANSWER: compiler
33. Born with the name Temujin, which chieftain, the father of Ogodei Khan, founded the Mongol Empire?

ANSWER: Genghis Khan
34. Which branch of philosophy, whose name was coined by Alexander Baumgarten, is the study of the perception of beauty? 

ANSWER: aesthetics 

35. Which conic section is defined as the set of all points P such that the sum of the distances to two fixed points from P is a constant? 
ANSWER: ellipse
36. Five years after his best-known accomplishment, he led an expedition to the South Pole by tractor. Name this New Zealand native, who with Tenzing Norgay, was the first to scale Mount Everest. 
ANSWER: Sir Edmund Hillary
37. In which short story do Jim and Della Young sell their prized possessions to buy Christmas presents for each other, a work of O. Henry? 
ANSWER: “The Gift of the Magi” 
38. (15 sec.) In cubic inches, what is the volume of a cube with surface area 150 square inches? 
ANSWER: 125 cubic inches
39. Which term, referring to nitrogenous bases possessing a double ring structure, collectively applies to adenine and guanine? 

ANSWER: purine 

40. In which short story does the unnamed protagonist wish he had listened to the old-timer at Sulphur Creek but instead freezes to death, a work of Jack London? 

ANSWER: To Build a Fire 

41. Its structure was first determined by Frederick Sanger, 34 years after its discovery by Banting and Best. Name this hormone produced in the Islets of Langerhans. 

ANSWER: insulin
42. Which term in geometry describes the set of all points on one side of a given line? 

ANSWER: half plane 

43. What name is given to the rule violation in baseball in which a pitcher makes a motion toward home plate but does not complete the pitch? 
ANSWER: balk
44. Which musical term describes a style of playing in which each note is played in a short and detached manner? 
ANSWER: staccato
45. Which physicist is the namesake of a law of optics that relates the angles of incidence and refraction to the index of refraction of a medium? 
ANSWER: Christoph Snell
46. Which Hindu god, usually accompanied by his consort Kali, is considered the destroyer in the Hindu trimurti? 
ANSWER: Shiva
47. In which poem does the speaker urge his father to “rage, rage against the dying of the light”, a work of Dylan Thomas? 

ANSWER: “Do Not Go Gentle into that Good Night”
48. (15 sec.) What is the product of the binomials (2x – 3) and (3x2 + 4)? (two x minus three and three x squared plus four) 

ANSWER: 6x3 -9x2 + 8x -12 (six x cubed minus nine x squared plus eight x minus twelve) 
49. Divided into clastic, organic, and chemical rocks, rocks in which major category are made of particulate matter include breccia and sandstone?  

ANSWER: sedimentary
50. Which nation, promised independence by the Tydings-McDuffie Act, counted William Taft among its U.S. governors before independence in 1946? 

ANSWER: the Philippines
Extra tossups 

1. In which of the Canterbury tales is John the carpenter persuaded by his wife’s lover Nicholas that a second great flood is imminent? 
ANSWER: The Miller’s Tale
2. Which religious sect, whose name is derived from the Greek for “revealed knowledge”, considered the Old Testament God evil and revered apocryphal writings such as the Gospel of Thomas? 

ANSWER: Gnostics or Gnosticism

3. Which Prussian political leader, whose political philosophy placed “blood and iron” over “majority decisions”, became the first chancellor of the German Empire in 1871? 

ANSWER: Otto von Bismarck
4. Which adjective describes a rational expression in which the degree of the numerator is greater than the degree of the denominator? 
ANSWER: improper
5. In chemistry, what does the acronym VESPR stand for, a model of chemical bonding? 

ANSWER: Valence Shell Electron Pair Repulsion
6. Winners of this award have included Orlando Pace and Jonathan Ogden. Name this trophy given annually to the best interior lineman in college football. 
ANSWER: Outland Trophy 

7. Which French composer is best known for his operas Werther (VER-ther) and Manon? 

ANSWER: Jules Massenet
8. Identify the adjective clause in the following sentence. Little Jimmy was terrified by the monster that was hiding in his closet. 

ANSWER: that was hiding in his closet
Extra Bonus: 
American history 

Identify the person that held the following positions in George Washington’s cabinet during his first term as President. 

1. Secretary of State

ANSWER: Thomas Jefferson
2. Secretary of War

ANSWER: Henry Knox
3. Secretary of the Treasury

ANSWER: Alexander Hamilton
4. Attorney General 

ANSWER: Edmund Randolph 

Extra Lightning Round 

Literature

Identify each of the following about The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe. 

1. its author

ANSWER: C(live) S(taples) Lewis
2,3,4,5. in any order, names of the four Pevensie children

ANSWER: Peter, Susan, Edmund, Lucy
6. self-proclaimed “Queen of Narnia”

ANSWER: Jadis or the White Witch
7. wolf who serves as the “chief of police” for #6

ANSWER: Maugrim
8. lion who rules Narnia

ANSWER: Aslan

9. faun turned to stone by #6 but restored to life by #8

ANSWER: Mr. Tumnus
10. professor given custody of the Pevensie children 
ANSWER: Professor Kirke
Extra: 

11. war during which the book is set

ANSWER: World War II
