1.  FHS students try to impress judges at science fair, Sunday, February 12, 2006, By Kate Ward, © Northwest Arkansas Times, page A3.
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Fayetteville High School sophomore Kaie Goll, right, talks about her science fair project, “There is More Than Meats the Eye,” with judges, from left, James Hoelscher, Robin Buff and Davis Cozart.  Goll’s project explored the effects of oxygen on fresh meat.

Photo credit – Anthony Reyes, © Northwest Arkansas Times.

More than 100 Fayetteville High School students nervously stood by as judges scored their projects for the school’s 2006 Science Fair on Saturday. "This is our first year to have it here in quite a few years," said co-organizer David A. Young. "For the students to compete in the regional competition, they have to compete in a local science fair." 

A panel of 20 judges examined each of the 60 science projects. "Most of these students are sophomores and a few are juniors," Young said. "The majority of them have never competed in a science fair before." 

According to science fair judge Sarah Griggs, a microbiologist for Tyson Foods, each project entered into the science fair was different. "There were a lot of good projects," she said. "We give them a certain score based on how they communicate their project to us, how they put it together and how they explain their conclusion and hypothesis." 

Science fair contestant Christopher Moon presented his project on "The Effects of Aerobic Exercise on Nerve Conduction Velocity." "My father is a neurologist, and I don’t get to talk about this kind of stuff with him very often," Moon said. "I know it sounds cheesy, but it was kind of nice to spend some time with him at his office." 

Moon said he began working on his project nearly seven months ago. "I wanted to do something that would benefit people, rather than some off-the-wall project," he said. 

Before starting his project, Moon hypothesized that body temperature would skew the results of nerve conduction velocity tests. "If it did, people would be wasting thousands of dollars on these tests," he said. "A lot of people have to go to the doctor and run on treadmills, which increases their body temperature. People are also usually more stressed when they visit the doctor, which can also affect their temperature." 

After completing his project, Moon’s hypothesis proved to be true. "The hardest part of it was finding people who would volunteer to be shocked," he said. "I found a lot of people at my dad’s office. You wouldn’t believe all the papers they had to fill out." 

Moon received an honorable mention in the medicine and health category. 

Winners of the competition were: 

• Behavioral and Social Science — Taylor White. 

• Botany — Kyle Shepherd. 

• Earth Science — Mitch Mitchell. 

• Environmental Sciences — Grace Story. 

• Medicine and Health — Heather Ali. 

• Microbiology — Alex Jackson. 

• Zoology — Samantha Puckett. 

• First Place Team — Courtney Cagle, Saba Naseem and Louise Li. 

http://www.nwanews.com/nwat/News/37452/
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2.  Judging by the Looks, Monday, February 13, 2006, © The Morning News, Fayetteville Edition, page 6A
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Tenth-grader Nick Candido, 15, of Fayetteville listens Saturday as judge Robin Buff, an Advanced Placement science teacher at Fayetteville High School, asks Candido questions about his project during the School District’s science fair in the Fayetteville High School cafeteria.  Candido studied the effects of temperature on caterpillars for his project.  Organizers said about 64 students entered projects in the science fair, which was held for the first time in more than 10 years.
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Note:  The FHS science fair was held on Saturday morning, February 11, 2006.







